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1- COP27: Loss and Damage Fund

The most recent session of United Nations climate negotiations came to a close early
on Sunday, November 20, 2022, in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, extending its deadline
from Friday, November 18, 2022.

After decades of opposition from wealthy countries that produce the majority of the
world’s emissions, COP27 decided on November 20 to create a “loss and damage”
fund to aid poorer countries being devastated by climate consequences.

Sherry Rehman, the climate minister of Pakistan, who participated in the effort by
developing countries to get the promise during the two-week UN COP27 session in
Sharm el-Sheikh, praised the historic choice as a “downpayment on climate justice.”
However, the agreement’s text left a number of significant issues to be resolved over
the course of the following year and beyond, including who would make contribu-
tions to the fund and who would get benefits.

Loss and Damage:

“Loss and damage” at the UN climate talks
refer to costs brought on by weather
extremes or consequences, such as rising
sea levels. The majority of climate financ-
ing to date has gone toward projects that
reduce carbon dioxide emissions in an
effort to slow global warming, while
roughly a third of it has been allocated to
initiatives that assist communities in
adapting to its effects.

“Loss and damage” funding is distinct since it focuses on paying for damage that
nations cannot prevent or prepare for. But there is still no consensus on what should
be included in the definition of “loss and damage” brought on by climate change,
which could include destroyed or damaged property and infrastructure as well as
less-valuable natural ecosystems or cultural assets. According to research by 55 vul-
nerable nations, the overall cost of climate-related losses over the past two decades
was $525 billion, or 20% of their combined GDP (GDP). According to some research,
these losses might total $580 billion annually by 2030

Who is Responsible?

In the past, vulnerable nations and activists argued that wealthy nations should
shoulder the cost since they were the main contributors to climate change through
their historical greenhouse gas emissions. The United States and the European Union
opposed the argument out of concern for liabilities. The EU has claimed that China,
the second-largest economy in the world and a developing nation according to the
UN, should contribute as well.

i i -1 =
- @‘_. ] k)
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A few governments, including the EU, Denmark, Belgium, Germany, and Scotland,
have made modest but symbolic financial contributions for loss and damage. China
has not agreed to make any payments. Even if it is not formally designated for that
purpose, some current financing from the UN and development banks does assist
states that have suffered loss and damage.

The details of which nations or disasters qualify for compensation still need to be
worked out.

COP27 Agreement on Loss and Damage Fund:
The UN summit in Egypt came to an

\‘\\‘// agreement on a fund that will assist

/——\ developing nations that are “particularly

//L\\ vulnerable” to the effects of climate

— change. Wealthier countries chose this

_GOP27 language to ensure that the money goes
SHARM EL-SHEIKH—

5 arir- il to the most urgent cases while also reduc-
ing the number of potential recipients.

The agreement lays out a roadmap for future decision-making, with proposals for
decisions regarding who would oversee the fund, how the money would be
distributed, and to whom to be made at the UN climate summit the following year.
Instead of depending on wealthy countries to pay the bill, the agreement stipulates
that the funding must come from a range of current sources, including financial insti-
tutions.

Other funds already in existence have also been mentioned by several nations as a
potential source of funding, although other experts argue that they are insufficient to
deal with loss and damage because of things like lengthy delays. Other suggestions
include the windfall profit tax on fossil fuel firms proposed by UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres as a way to raise money.

Page | 02 0 PakistanHouseOfficial o aPakistanhouse11




Pakistan House- Monograph Series Volume 85

2- G20 Leaders’ Summit 2022

The Group of Twenty (G200 is an intergovernmental forum that brings together top
economies of the world to discuss urgent issues affecting the world economy such as
international financial stability, climate change mitigation, and sustainable develop-
ment. G20 comprises 19 countries together with the European Union (EU). This forum
was founded in 1999 in response to the world economic crisis.

About COP27:
Summit 2022

This year on November 15, in Bali, Indonesia, the G20 summit, which brought togeth-
er the leaders of the world’s greatest economies, was held. A two-day meeting of G20
leaders was hosted by Indonesia’s G20 chairmanship and which was concluded on
November 16, 2022.

Theme

Under the theme “Recover Together,
Recover Stronger” the G20 leaders
discussed a variety of topics, including the e S T
three areas that Indonesia would focus on  EREECEEEREE R bl Sl
during its G20 presidency: global health J
architecture, digital transformations, and
sustainable energy transitions.

INDONESTA
2022

A s

Participant in the Summit

Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Hong Kong, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Republic of Korea, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States, and the European Union are all
G20 members. Spain was also invited as a permanent guest.

Since Russian President Vladimir Putin withdrew, Sergei Lavrov, his veteran Foreign
Minister, represented Russia. Bali hosted British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s first
important diplomatic test. He made reference to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine directly
and emphasised his support for Kiev. We will expose Putin’s regime’s blatant
disregard for the kind of global cooperation and respect for national sovereignty that
forums like the G20 represent, Sunak said.

The President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelensky, has been invited to take part online in
the discussion. Also, Indonesia’s Foreign Minister, Retno Marsudi, discussed how
difficult it was to conduct the meeting in such a dangerous geopolitical climate. She
said, “It might be the most difficult G20 summit yet.
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Key Problems

Rising global tensions brought on by the invasion of Ukraine and its economic
repercussions, the climate catastrophe, North Korea’s simmering nuclear
programme, and China’s burgeoning global ambitions provided the backdrop for the
bilateral discussions.

Moreover, the agenda that Indonesia has established places a strong emphasis on re-
newable energy, international health initiatives, and economic recovery from the
coronavirus pandemic. This was the largest gathering since the pandemic started.
Joko Widodo, President of the G20, hoped that the summit will provide some of the
most influential countries with an opportunity to set aside their disagreements and
focus on resolving the pressing global concerns of COVID-19’s persistent health dan-
gers, the impending economic recession, and sustainable development. According
to Widodo, the G20 is meant to be about the economy and development, not politics.

Key Takeaways of G20 Summit
Condemning Russian Aggression

Leaders at the G20 summit issued a statement denouncing Russia’s aggression in
Ukraine “in the strongest terms” and calling for an immediate and complete with-
drawal.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
urged Russia to swiftly evacuate its
soldiers in his address to the gathering.
Zelensky also reiterated his plea for
8% Russian transgressions of international
law to be held accountable. He added that
resistance would continue until Ukraine’s
territory was reclaimed.

IR . Moreover, the majority of members vehe-
L’, gl S = mently denounced the conflict in Ukraine

and underlined how it was aggravating already-existing economic fragilities by limit-
ing development, raising prices, upsetting supply networks, escalating dangers to
financial stability, and enhancing energy and food insecurity.

U.S China Ties

Prior to the summit, U.S. President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping met
bilaterally for the first time since Biden took office. Even though there were not many
obvious outcomes, the meeting was successful in the end.

While the three-hour meeting revealed significant differences, particularly with
regard to Taiwan, trade limitations, and technology transfers, both parties claimed
they nevertheless agreed to maintain open lines of communication and avoid
hostilities.
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The fact that U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken will now travel to China early next
year—the highest-level American visit to China in more than four years—may be the
most tangible result of the meeting.

Global Economy

In their declaration, the G20 economies agreed to gradually raise interest rates to pre-
vent negative ripple effects while also expressing concern over “increasing volatility”
in currency movements. Concerning debt, they highlighted the significance of all

creditors sharing the cost and expressed concern over the “deteriorating” status of
several middle-income countries.

Food Security

The leaders welcomed the Black Sea grains effort and pledged to take joint action to
solve issues with food security. This initiative will make it easier to export grain, food,
and fertilisers from Ukraine in a secure manner.

Climate Change

The 2015 Paris Agreement on climate change objective was upheld by G20 leaders,
who decided to continue efforts to keep the rise in global temperature to 1.5 degrees
Celsius.

On the eve of the summit, the United States, Japan, and allies said they would raise
$20 billion in public and private funding to support Indonesia’s closure of coal power
facilities and a seven-year delay in the peak emission year of 2030. Additionally, on
climate change, Biden and Xi decided to work together once more.

China’s Outreach

During his second overseas trip since the COVID-19 outbreak started, Xi attended
bilateral meetings with a number of American allies, demonstrating his readiness to
patch fences with critics. In addition to his discussion with Biden, Xi spoke with the
leaders of Australia, South Korea, Canada, and France. These leaders included Yoon
Suk-yeol, the President of South Korea, and Anthony Albanese, the Prime Minister of
Canada.
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3- Economic Issues The Country Is Going Through

Political unrest undermines economic growth and leads to poor governance, which
eventually controls all governmental institutions and brings on recurrent financial
crises. Pakistan is the latest victim of this political instability, which could
unfortunately spread to other countries. Although this political drama was nothing
less than a movie plot, the economic consequences of these events can be dire for
the common man and the government as well. The current fiscal year, which ends in
June 2023, is forecast to see barely a 2% growth in Pakistan’s GDP. The slower devel-
opment would be driven by damages and disruptions brought on by catastrophic
floods, a tight monetary policy, rising inflation, and an adverse global environment.
Not only has this, the political clashes the country is facing also effected its economy.
The extent to which political instability permeates the country and the time is quite
surprising given its negative impact on economic performance.

If Prime Minister takes populist steps like
reducing energy prices, Pakistan could go
down the same path as Sri Lanka. Econom-
ic Impact of Pakistan’s Political Crisis
political instability, economic uncertainty
and social unrest are developing in Asia
and Latin America, Africa and even Europe.
Recent significant regional and global
shocks, including as growing inflation, the
effects of the worldwide food, fertilizer,
and fuel shortages, the economic crisis in Sri Lanka, and the devastation caused by
the floods in Pakistan, have slowed growth in South Asia. Additionally, it examines
how COVID-19 could further affect migration and how free movement of labor and
migration might aid in economic growth.

According to how the Pakistani government has handled the flood situation so far, it
is clear that our policymakers and the appropriate state institutions did not
adequately reflect on the super-floods of 2010. Pakistan requires a lot of assistance
from the international community, especially the biggest climate change contribu-
tors, but there is also much that has to be done domestically to make the nation more
resilient to various climate-related disasters. The colonial administration actually
increased the probability of moderate frequency-high intensity flood occurrences by
constructing a complex water management system. Pakistan must enhance water
drainage, but it cannot deconstruct its irrigation infrastructure. To reduce the intensi-
ty of flooding, obstructions that prevent natural drainage of waterways should be
eliminated. . Flood risk due to heavy rainfall will last for shorter periods of time
because to improved drainage.

I “‘-‘-'
&
.-E__
=

J ‘E“
?;‘.

e t,

Page | 06 0 PakistanHouseOfficial o aPakistanhousell



Pakistan House- Monograph Series Volume 85

This will thus minimise the severity of evictions, water-borne ilinesses, and the loss of
human and cattle life. In order to ease drainage and reduce flood damage, it is crucial
that important infrastructure, such as highways and railway lines, have functional
drainage ditches or other relevant architectural features.

LT . Given Pakistan’s economic issues, only

i sound data analysis would allow for effec-

A £t tive and long-lasting policy creation and

%« BANKING = & 1oans £ . . .

ECONOMY | | reform. Policymakers need to |den.t|fy th.e

reasons why the economy of Pakistan is

not expanding at the appropriate rate and

create a comprehensive development

strategy to execute sustainable growth

free from political influence. On the
administrative front, a number of

challenges need to be resolved; for example, even the finest policies won't work if
they aren't properly enforced, which is one of Pakistan’s largest concerns. Pakistan
requires stability at the same time. Though the concept is sound, it is currently
politically impossible. What is more crucial is for Pakistan’s current federal and
provincial governments to move beyond putting out fires and advance crucial
reforms that are crucial to ensuring the country’s political and economic stability and
long-term growth prospects, including in local governance, agriculture, energy, and
other areas. In fact, doing so serves their political interests. Many mass protests and
rallies on different matters are taking place throughout Pakistan’s regions. In some
ways, the protests reflect the state’s unsatisfactory and divisive policies. Pakistan is
already dealing with a strange mix of political events. The ruling class in Pakistan
needs to understand that this is a unique time in the nation’s history and a political
and economic turning point. A significant proportion of Pakistan’s political history is
composed of choices that were taken without putting the economic effects into
effect. Furthermore, a lot of prior administrations struggled economically because
they lacked a competent group of economists who could create long-term economic
plans. The need for raising health and education standards as well as streamlining the
police and legal systems must be prioritized.
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4: The COP27 Climate Summit

The Conference of the Parties (COP), often known as the United Nations Climate
Change Conference, began on 6 November 2022. Global |leaders converged on
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, where they are debating and negotiating action on issues
related to climate change. This summit is anticipated to centre on how countries
should allocate financial responsibility for the crisis after a year of terrible climate
impacts felt most keenly in developing countries.

About COP27:

197 countries that have ratified the United Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC), a global environmental agreement, are represented at the
climate summit. Leaders from these nations formally gather each year to bargain,
decide, and develop solutions to climate issues that are caused by humans.

In March 1995, the first of these seminars
took place in Berlin, Germany. Nations de-
cided to keep global warming to 2.7 de- »
grees Fahrenheit over pre-industrial levels B
during the 21st summit, which was held in
Paris in 2015. That was the first COP where
nations came to a legally-binding agree-
ment on climate change. The conference §
has held its 27th session this year. The
two-week conference this year is taking

place from November 6 to November 18 in Sharm el- Shelkh Egypt The conference
will take place in Africa for the first time since 2016 at this time.

Participants of the Summit:

Nearly 200 nations will have representatives there, including President Joe Biden,
who is expected to show up on 11 November following the midterm elections. The
conference is open to academics, activists, the media, and members of the public.

Vladimir Putin, the president of Russia, Xi Jinping, the leader of China, and Narendra
Modi, the prime minister of India, are all absent. Greta Thunberg, a Swedish environ-
mental activist who has previously attended conferences, will also not go this time.
As another opportunity for influential people to get away with “greenwashing, lying,
and cheating,’ she has rejected the event. The new Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom, Rishi Sunak, made national news last week when he declared he would not
go “because of other pressing domestic duties. However, he changed his mind and is
now present. On the other hand, Charles Il would not be there.
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Agenda of the Summit:

This year, there will be a lot of discussion about climate financing, or how to pay for
tackling and coping with the effects of climate change. “We are going to see huge
conversations around finance for adaptation, mitigation, and for loss and damage,”
says Lily Odarno, director of the Clean Air Task Force'’s Energy and Climate Innovation
Program for Africa.“But | also think that we are going to see developing economies
try to assert their voices more in the climate debate,” Odarno adds.“Every day, we see
the tangible effects of climate change all around us. Therefore, there will be an
increased drive for rich nations to accept responsibility for historical emissions.”
Food production, biodiversity, water, gender, climate change, and energy are further
discussion points.

Climate Reparations:

The summit agenda now includes financing for loss and damage, also known as
climate reparations. The unavoidable social and financial effects that countries are
now experiencing as a result of climate change are referred to as loss and damage.
b ym\. % Voo oosmmed BV 2 While impoverished nations are most
| o Al . @ harmed by climate change-related
iﬁ‘f - %é_%%%% o= mm extreme weather, developed nations are
| IR IRE AV T 'Jf.., the main contributors to carbon dioxide
@ cmissions. By the end of this decade,
§ developing countries may need to spend
an estimated $340 billion annually on
climate change adaptation.

The first UN. member state to provide loss

— : 1% and damage compensation was Denmark.
It commltted more than $13 mllllon, or 100 million Danish crowns, to the Sahel

region of Africa and other affected areas.

Current Climate Goals:

The newest U.N. emissions gap report sets the world to warm by between 4.3 and 4.7
degrees Fahrenheit by the end of the century, exceeding the Paris conference goal of
2.7 degrees Fahrenheit. This increase is based on countries’ present pledges.

All nations agreed to reinforce and update their pledged carbon reductions during
the meeting held in Scotland last year. However, according to the Climate Action
Tracker, just 27 out of 193 had actually sent updated plans to the U.N. as of November
8th. A smaller group of nations ratified the Global Methane Pledge, a strategy to cut
methane emissions by 30% by 2030, also during COP26. As part of the Inflation
Reduction Act, the United States “approved its first-ever charge on methane,
marking one of several countries that have made progress in this direction.
Developed nations pledged to provide developing nations with $100 billion in
climate financing annually by 2020 in 2009.

Page | 09 0 PakistanHouseOfficial o aPakistanhouse11




Pakistan House- Monograph Series Volume 85

5: Israel-Jordan make headway with “Water for Energy Deal”

After an early analysis of the project revealed its viability, Israel and Jordan signed a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) to proceed with a water-for-energy deal.
Jordan is supposed to develop 600 megawatts of solar power generating capacity
that would be transferred to Israel, according to the plan, which was first revealed a
year ago. Israel would give Jordan 200 million cubic meters of desalinated water in
exchange for Jordan’s water. The United Arab Emirates, which in 2020 became the
first Gulf state to normalize relations with Israel and has been a partner in the project,
held an event during the COP27 climate summitin Egypt where the MOU was signed.
This will be the first time that the nations have worked together on such a project.
The Middle East is particularly sensitive to climate change. Considered one of the
largest energy projects between Jordan and Israel since the Wadi Araba Treaty was
signed in 1994, the recently proposed “water-for-energy” agreement is a significant
energy project between Jordan and Israel. Through this agreement, regional
collaboration on environmental issues could be strengthened.

Although political institutions signed the
pact, Ecopeace Middle East, an environ-
mental NGO that operates in Palestine,
Israel, and Jordan, is the organization that |
came up with the proposal. According to
the director of Ecopeace Jordan, “in 2020,
we produced the Green Blue Deal for the
Middle East report which included
exchanging renewable energy and desali- ~*

nated sea water between Jordan, Israel ———

and Palestine." The parties have agreed to carry out feasibility studies related to the
development of the solar power plant and the necessary infrastructure in Israel to
desalinate water from the Mediterranean Sea and transport it to Jordan, as per the
declaration of intent (DOI), which was finalized last year in Dubai. According to the
director of Ecopeace Jordan, “Jordan has the potential to become a regional
powerhouse for creating renewable energy, while Israel possesses an advanced
desalination technology” As climate change and population growth are likely to
exacerbate water scarcity in the region, the likelihood of conflicts may also rise. “The
main benefit of this project is that it enables the parties to meet their carbon reduc-
tion commitments and to secure extra quantities of water and renewable energy at
relatively cheap prices” The new proposed deal is supposed to capitalize on the
natural resources of each country. According to UNICEF, Jordan's agricultural output
could be seriously hampered by reduced water availability, lower crop yields, and
possibly crop failures. Although it only makes up about 5% of Jordan’s GDP,
agriculture uses more than 50% of the country’s freshwater.
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The demand for water is rising as Jordan experiences rapid urbanization and an influx
of immigrants and refugees. Water is a resource that spans across sectors and necessi-
tates cooperation from different stakeholders. In this situation, the subsidy and tariff
system, whose implementation should be gradual, can be proved helpful. In the
meanwhile, it is crucial to encourage the adoption of water-efficient methods and
technology, notably in agriculture sector.
Y 4 Historically, war and unemployment drive
more migration within MENA than wa-
ter-related events such as drought. But in
the region, political conflicts over water
| resources have a long history. These are
more the outcome of a lack of collabora-
& tion over unequally distributed common
¢ resources than a true dearth of water in
5\ the area. Jordan, a downstream nation,
A S dcpends substantially on collaboration

with its upstream neighbors because it receives 40% of its water from trans-bound-
ary basins. Effective cooperation over shared water resources remains difficult
despite years of discussion. However, creative initiatives could pave the road for
increased collaboration, such as the water-energy accord between Jordan and Israel.
Jordan has yearly renewable water resource availability per person of fewer than 100
cubic meters, which is already far below the 500 cubic meters mark of“absolute water
scarcity.” Without strong actions, the situation is likely to get worse as Jordan’s water
resources are rapidly running out. If the “water for energy” deal between Israel and
Jordan is successfully implemented, it may assist to alleviate some of the problems
with water and energy security brought on by climate change in Middle East, as well
as to promote the renewable energy sources, sustainable water supply and stability
in the region.
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6: Alliance for International Drought Resilience

Almost every country is impacted by drought, including its implications on energy,
food and water security as well as forced migration and resource based conflicts. In
addition to the loss of life and human suffering between 1998 and 2017, drought
resulted in economic losses of almost 124 billion US dollars. These extreme droughts
have a big influence on human health, agriculture, energy, transportation, and
tourism. The 2022 droughts in Europe, United States, Australia, Chile and southern
Africa, showed that no country or region is immune to their impacts. While consider-
ing the drought situation, leaders from around the world agreed that there is need for
an international platform for cooperation with the highest degree of political
engagement, and a network to deal with the challenges associated to drought.

It is projected by the Intergovernmental B
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) droughts k

are expected to occur more frequently
and last longer in the near future as a
result of climate change. By 2050,
according to the IPCC, three out of every
four people on earth would be residing in
drier, water-scarce environments. World-
wide, 2.7 billion people were affected by

droughts between 1900 and 2019, and

11.7 million people died as a result. By 2050, up to 216 million people may be
compelled to migrate, mostly as a result of drought combined with other issues like
water scarcity, declining food production, sea-level rise and overpopulation.
Drought is a typical element of the climate, despite the perception that it occurs
infrequently and without warning. Drought has a substantial impact on both
developed and developing countries, while the effects vary greatly depending on
the circumstances of each situation. In response to drought, Spain was the first coun-
try to announce the International Drought Resilience Alliance during the 77th UN
General Assembly in September 2022, and it was decided to present formally in
November 2022 at the 27th session of the Conference of Parties. For COP27, world
leaders, delegates and policymakers gathered in Egypt. The International Drought
Resilience Alliance (IDRA) was established on November 7, 2022 at the 27th COP to
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) by Spain and
Senegal led 30 countries and 20 organizations. The alliance is meant to serve as a
forum for collaboration that will aid in igniting political action and momentum in
support of countries, towns, and communities. By promoting effective and efficient
preparation and adaptive measures, it attempts to go beyond disaster response to
minimize the countries and the communities’ vulnerability to drought.
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According to the UN Convention to Combat Desertification’s executive secretary
“Drought is a natural hazard but does not have to lead to human disaster. The solu-
tions are available, and we can create a drought-resilient world by increasing our am-
bition, harnessing the political will, and joining forces to act together” The Alliance
will get benefit from the recent political pledges, such as the seed funding of 5 mil-
lion euros made by Spain to support the alliance’s activities and launch a process to
gather more resources for this objective. One of the alliance’s key objectives is to
assist the integration of the regional initiatives so that technology can be transferred,
innovations can be shared, and resources can be mobilized swiftly. The International
Drought Resilience Alliance (IDRA) urges decision makers to give drought resilience
the highest priority in national cooperation and development, particularly through

strengthening participation of concerned stakeholders.
In order to control the risk of a drought
and gain political support, effective poli-

United Nations £} M cies and proper governance is of utmost
. Oy 4@l importance. The role of policy makers is
Climate Change b af# significant regarding this situation, they

should consider drought risk assessments
which can help to develop coping mecha-
nisms and management strategies. There
is a need of strong political commitment,
™ community participation, and
consideration of local realities and indigenous knowledge. The coordination of
efforts, the dissemination of knowledge, the support for implementation of the
projects and the facilitation of efficient and affordable practices are all key roles that
the regional and international communities are required to play. All the countries
should work to increase awareness of the drought and manage knowledge to lay the
groundwork for a society that reduces the danger of drought and builds resilient
communities. As a result of climate change, droughts are becoming a greater threat
to societies.

They have enormous impact on a significant population and a large territory. In
addition to resulting in financial losses, droughts have the potential to damage
ecosystems and jeopardize food security in countries that are most vulnerable.
Additionally, in order to lessen the potential negative consequences of drought, it is
essential to develop efficient drought mitigation and preparedness strategies and
shift from policies to practices.
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7: Sports Diplomacy

New types of diplomacy, including digital, health, cultural, and, most significantly,
sports diplomacy, have evolved as a result of increased globalization brought about
by commerce, travel, and media. Sports diplomacy is unrestricted, in contrast to
other types of diplomacy, since they are an international phenomena that cuts
beyond language, national, and cultural barriers. True sportsmanship encourages
camaraderie, respect, and tolerance among other universal qualities, much like the
goals of conventional diplomacy. As a result, utilizing sports as a diplomatic
instrument is natural and effective in fostering international understanding.

A new name for an ancient tradition,
sports diplomacy refers to the special
ability of sport to unite people, communi-
ties, and nations through a common love
of physical activity. Due to the lack of a Rz
solid theoretical foundation, this power to _STATES
bring disparate people together, further BLAMERCS
foreign policy objectives, or support sport
for developmental activities elusive.
However, there are different theoretical : e
frameworks like traditional sports diplomacy, modern sports dlplomacy, sport-as-di-
plomacy, and sports diplomacy which are starting to take shape. These new frame-
works help to clarify the complicated terrain where sport, politics, and diplomacy
collide as well as the drawbacks of utilizing sport as a tool to bridge and mediate gaps
between individuals, no state actors, and governments. There has never been a more
crucial time for sport. The 21st century has so far been characterized by fragmenta-
tion, reflection, and the nation-withdrawal states from the globalization agenda.

In such a setting, international relations
academics, students, and practitioners are
starting to reevaluate how sport may be
utilized to address issues like gender in-
equality, climate change, and the UN Sus-
< tainable Development Goals, among
others. Focusing on the diplomacy, di-
verse networks, and processes associated
with the role sport may play in addressing
the enormous conventional and human

securlty concerns of our day will help to strengthen these integrative, beneficial
activities.

Although a country’s government often engages in sports diplomacy on a bigger
scale, a variety of actors, including individual athletes and professional or amateur
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teams, can advance the idea. Additionally, think tanks, NGOs, and other private
ventures within the private sector can help a government’s efforts and adopt sports
diplomacy within their fields of specialization. To engage in this form of diplomacy,
you don't need to be a diplomat. Sports are borderless and transcends cultural
barriers. Sports diplomacy may therefore take place whenever and whenever.

Along with major sporting events, sports diplomacy may also take place in
educational institutions as part of exchange programmers for athletes or through
seminars that focus on sports and can be offered by both public and private sector
projects. Sports may not cause significant changes in geopolitics, but they do
promote interpersonal communication, which can change attitudes and
perspectives. Meeting, or competing against, individuals from nations that have
been unfairly stereotyped by the media or the government humanizes the
opponents, creates chances for understanding, fosters connection through shared
interests, and makes friendships easier. A more recent instance of sports diplomacy
happened when the national soccer teams of Turkey and Armenia were scheduled to
compete against one another in a 2008 World Cup qualifying game

Armenians have sought formal, worldwide
acknowledgement of the 1915 ethnic ¥
purge and deportation of more than one
million ethnic Armenians by Turkish
Ottoman forces as a genocide for more ¥
than a century. Other than that Pakistan g
and India play many games together like
cricket is also a gesture of sports diploma- i
cy. His Olympic Games are the earliest and
maybe finest example of sport diplomacy. |
The Olympic Truce has been a part of the

Olympic Games since they first began in Ancient Greece. The purpose of the Olymplc
Truce is to guarantee the security of athletes’and fans’transit to the Games in conflict
zones. People are able to set aside their differences and join together during the
Olympic Games in the spirit of global collaboration. People come together via sports
at international contests such as the Olympic Games.
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8: Maritime Security And Its Importance

One of the biggest industries on the globe is maritime, and maintaining activities at
sea while keeping everyone safe calls for a concerted effort. In order to increase
security enforcement without impeding timely international trade, marine security
must be implemented. This demands expertise and alertness. Security officers must
employ best practices to protect their boats from both internal and external threats
since maritime security is a specialized field in the marine industry. These dangers
take many various forms, and each calls for a unique defensive approach. Even
though security concerns aren’t always bad, keeping ships secure is always a top
priority. A greater emphasis has been placed on safeguarding the marine industry
against terrorism and other similar assaults after 9/1 L.

The unrestricted seas would resemble the z =

Wild West more if there was no maritime
security. The maritime sector would be
chronically unable to operate at full capac- 8
ity, global economies would be hindered, 8
and employees would be unable to
perform their tasks. Furthermore, marine
commerce accounted for around 70% of
trade value and 80% of trade volume
between 1994 and 2019. In other words,
marine transport has been a crucial

facilitator of commerce, a growth engine, and a driver of economic progress. It has
also been connecting global economies.

One of the newest buzzwords in international relations is maritime security. The
major players have begun to incorporate marine security into their mandates or have
adjusted how they are going about their operations. The phrase “maritime security”
draws attention to fresh problems and builds support for solutions. However, there
isn't a global agreement on what maritime security means. When there is no unanimi-
ty, buzzwords allow for worldwide coordination of activities. However, they also
constantly run the risk of having their disagreements and political issues hidden.
There is limited chance of definitively defining marine security, hence frameworks are
required to pinpoint areas of agreement and dispute. The first step in understanding
marine security is to look at how it relates to other ideas like blue economy, resilience,
maritime power, and security. In order to uncover political interests and diverse ideol-
ogies, it is also possible to investigate how maritime dangers are produced and what
various political claims result from them according to the securitization framework.
Third, the examination of what actors really do when they assert to improve maritime
security is made possible by security practice theory. These frameworks work
together to map maritime security.
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Shipments and ships represent great monetary and symbolic value and can therefore
become the target of security threats such as robbery, piracy or terrorist attacks. For
merchant ships and civilian vessels, a risk analysis is required which will ultimately
lead to the development of a security plan. A security plan outlines strategies to
mitigate risk and reduce the likelihood and consequences of an attack. Marine indus-
try Maritime security is a specialist area in the maritime sector and ship security
officers must use best practices to defend their vessels against both internal and
external threats. Maritime Safety and Security relates to the regulation of shipping,

port security, seafarer safety, the provision
~ of search and rescue and the protection of
the marine environment. Maritime
security is a broad and sometimes not fully
understood concept for many observers.
Safety is the responsibility of the crew as a
whole and not just the work of the ship’s
safety officers, which is why it is so
essential for ship operators to educate and
train their staff in accordance with
mandated regulations.

Therefore, there is a need for merchant, civilian and naval ships to analyze the threat
and reduce the possible harmful effects of an attack. The purpose of naval ships is to
protect (both offensively and defensively) national interests from threats during war
or other types of crises. There is therefore a need for commercial, civilian and naval
vessels to analyze the threat and reduce the possible harmful effects of an attack.

The public sector is also urged to develop laws that may promote joint ventures
between private and international investors in the marine sector. It would entail
ongoing maintenance and upgrading of marine infrastructure to be able to capitalize
on the advantages and possibilities offered by the current maritime transport system
and grow the amount of commerce. The country’s economic growth and trade
volume may benefit from this.
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9: Democracy'’s Struggles: Modern Conflicts within Democracy

In crisis is democracy. The principles it upholds, notably the freedom of the press, the
rule of law, and the right to select one’s government through free and fair elections,
are being attacked and are deteriorating on a worldwide scale. At the end of the Cold
War a quarter of a century ago, authoritarianism seemed to have finally lost the great
ideological conflict of the 20th century to liberal democracy. Today, democracy is the
structure that is damaged and weakened. According to Freedom in the World,
nations that saw democratic setbacks outpaced those that recorded improvements
for the 12th year in a row. The most powerful democracies in the world are afflicted

by issues at home that appear unsolvable, Al
s _"'r F" ?Er‘(‘ﬂ""

‘,_‘_,_-w-—
such as social and economic inequality, _. . . Y
CRACY;

party division, terrorist attacks, and awave

of migrants that has fractured bonds and DEM

increased mistrust of the “other” Vei.. o4 {
Democratic regimes provide citizens the | Al
opportunity to shape the laws that
everyone must follow and to have arole in
how their lives and jobs are conducted. |
This encourages a greater regard for
harmony, justice, and tolerance. :
If this is not the case then the conflicts start igniting. As, the relationship of the state
with its people is a that of a parental relation in which people obey and follow the
rules of the state and government and perform their duties expecting state to fulfill
their rights in return. The conflict over democracy’s place and influence in the interna-
tional system is at the centre of the new age of geopolitical rivalry. Since the global fi-
nancial crisis of 2008, this dynamic has quickly evolved. China and Russia have been
engaged in regional and international power struggles. Although they are larger,
their foreign initiatives are often meant to be moves to develop spheres of influence.

Nothing less than the future democratic
nature of the international system is at
stake when large nations compete. Three
objectives are pursued by both Russia and
China, albeit via various methods and to
varying degrees of strength. They face in-
| ternal legitimacy challenges as a result of
the emergence of military and economic
spheres of influence in their territories that
erode democratic institutions and stan-
dards. The West has not yet responded to
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this issue in a suitable manner. The year 2019 marks the third decade in which there
has been little chance of a direct superpower clash. Thirty years ago, the collapse of
the Berlin Wall and the establishment of democracy in Central and Eastern Europe
not only signalled the end of the Soviet Union, but also represented the broad public
demand for a democratic form of government. The subsequent 25 years were
unprecedented in world history. For the first time, democracies ruled the global
power structure without having to cope with an equivalent military rival or a rival
form of government. Particularly, the United States held an unmatched position on
the international scene and wielded a worldwide unlpolar reach.

Today, itis customary to emphasize Ameri-
ca’s Middle East conflicts almost entirely
and to look back on the era of American !
hyper power as one of over-extension and
overreach. This time had larger and more |
nuanced dynamics. It was a time when ter-
rorism persisted despite the fact that mul- g
tilateralism grew and conflicts of all kinds |
decreased. The fraction of the world's pop- B4
ulation living in absolute poverty
decreased while the global GDP increased. £,
There was cautious optimism on developments away from proxy warfare and toward
great power cooperation, optimism that was disrupted but not overturned by 9/11
and the Iraq War.

Democracies seem to be among the wealthiest, most tolerant, least transparent, and
most protective of individual liberty civilizations in the world. People all throughout
the world support democracy’s values, including fair elections, freedom of
expression, transparent administration, and effective legal restraints on the police,
military, and other institutions of authority. But in this century, it gets harder and
harder to maintain these characteristics in one nation while disregarding them in
another. Democracies’ citizens and leaders must also acknowledge the converse is
also true: in order to preserve their own liberties, they must battle for the rights of
their counterparts worldwide. The interconnectedness of our fortunes is a truth of
globalization.
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10: Egypt’s Initiative for Climate Change Monitoring in Africa

On November 3rd, 2022, at a conference on Egypt’s efforts to develop space capabili-
ties was held where the Chairman of the concerned space committee, Dr. Muhandes
Ahmed Faraj has said “Egypt will soon launch two new satellites, one of them is an
African development satellite that will monitor climate changes in Africa, and the
second is a plasma satellite that will monitor the climate properties in the upper
layers of the atmosphere!” He added that the conference’s purpose was to “determine
the role of satellites in monitoring climate changes and temperature differences,

using specialized satellites with sensors
capable of providing details of climate
change in the coming years!” The first ever
satellite specifically made to detect the
climate change across Africa will be
launched, as per the plan revealed by the
Egyptian Syndicate of Engineers’ Space
Committee in collaboration with China.
The choice to launch this satellite
coincides with the COP27 UN Climate
Change Conference, which will start
officially on November 6th, 2022. In order to better control the repercussions before
they become too harmful, the satellite will monitor the effects of the climate crisis
across the African continent including erosion, sea levels, and desertification. This is
an important step in addressing climate issues, especially in the countries that are
most vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change. During the meeting, the
head of the Egyptian Syndicate of Engineers’ Space Committee announced that a
prototype of the satellite would be on exhibit during COP27 in order to disclose the
plans and the objectives of the new project.
] : \ ' ' Prior to the announcement, the Egyptian
_ Space Committee of the Syndicate of Engi-
~ neers conducted a conference on October
= 22nd, 2022, to talk about the country’s

efforts to build its space capabilities for
combating climate change and assuring
& Egypt’s sustainable development. In order
1 to provide an update on Egypt’s space and
[ satellite development initiatives aimed at
}{ combating climate change and success
" stories from the country’s current space

initiatives, the conference with the theme “Space Science and Technology for Climate
Actions” brought together key personnel within the space science and technology
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The conference mentioned that Egypt will launch a second satellite in 2023 to
measure the amount of plasma in the upper atmosphere using specialized sensors
and high-quality thermal cameras. This satellite would also be sent to Mars to carry
out a number of tasks, including measuring infrared and violet rays, figuring out how
much water is present on Mars and determining whether life could possibly exist
there. He continued by saying that one of the goals of the General Syndicate of
Engineers’ Space Committee is to promote the field of space science and technology
research in order to counteract the unfavorable weather conditions that are currently
occurring and are expected in the future due to cllmate change.

One of the most important concerns
facing us in the future decades is climate
change. There is an urgent need for
coordinated measures because the
disastrous effects of climate change,
including longer droughts, more frequent
wildfires, loss of sea ice and an increase in
the frequency, duration, and intensity of
tropical storms, are being felt on a global
scale.

Cyclones that ravaged Malawi, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe in Southern Africa in
March and April 2019 claimed hundreds of lives while hurting thousands more and
uprooting tens of thousands of people. Over 1.9 million people across the region
were impacted by the natural disaster, according to the UN Office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). Climate Change is one of the biggest human and
environmental crises of the twenty-first century being faced by Africans, their govern-
ments, and the African Union (AU). It has been stated that intense conflicts are a direct
result of climate change, making it crucial to develop a thorough understanding of
the phenomena throughout Africa.

The initiative taken by Egypt will help to monitor the effects of climate change that
are being felt in the form of more climate variability, shifting rainfall patterns, higher
temperatures and increasing sea levels, which are resulting in negative impacts on a
large portion of the regional population. When the satellite will be launched it will
assist gather information about Africa’s climate system. The satellite will contribute to
the provision of precise measurements of the atmosphere and land temperature, so
that necessary steps can be taken. According to a report, using satellites to monitor
changes in water, land, construction, and vegetation can possibly transform econo-
mies and generate more than $2 billion in benefits annually for Africa alone. This sat-
ellite initiative can be proved as one of Africa’s most significant assets, that can help
to address issues like food security, deforestation, water scarcity and other problems
associated with climate catastrophe in the region.
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11: Clean Energy Partnership between UAE and the U.S
The United States and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on November 1st, 2022 have
signed a major agreement for energy transition in Abu Dhabi. Through the US-UAE
Partnership for Accelerating Clean Energy (PACE), $100 billion financial support will
be made available for clean energy projects in the UAE, the US and other countries
across the world. This framework aims to produce 100 additional gigawatts of energy
by 2035 globally. The UAE's Minister of Industry and Advanced Technology said in a
statement “In line with the vision of the wise leadership to unify and join efforts to
enhance global energy security, we are pleased to conclude this agreement, which is
an essential possibility to achieve this goal, advance climate action efforts, and
provide sustainable energy supplies at reasonable prices in each of the UAE, the USA

and around the globe.
The United States and UAE will |

concentrate on scalable development and .

and methane management, decarboniza- &
tion in industrial and transport sectors.
The comprehensive Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed by the
President of the UAE and Amos Hochstein,
the Special Presidential Coordinator for
the United States. e :
“The close and strategic alliance between the Unlted States and the Unlted Arab
Emirates will now join forces to drive the global energy transition to a cleaner and
more sustainable future,” said Amos Hochstein, the U.S. presidential coordinator, at
the MoU ceremony. He added that the agreement is an evidence of the shared
commitment of the two countries for addressing the climate change crisis urgently.
The PACE will contribute to ensure a reliable and secure global energy system that
would be able to sustainably and effectlvely power the planet Earth in coming years.
The United States and the United Arab
Emirates also emphasized on closing the
energy transition gap between developed
and emerging economies. The press
secretary for the White House stressed on
the need of “robust commercial invest-
ment and other support for the emerging
~ economies whose clean development is

, both underfunded and essential to the
global climate effort”.

Page | 22 @) Pokistantiouseofiicial Q) aPakistanhousett




Pakistan House- Monograph Series Volume 85

The two countries want to achieve climate action goals by pursuing and encouraging
investment in renewable energy in under developed countries. It is visible from the
Partnership for Accelerating Clean Energy (PACE) that the United States and the
United Arab Emirates are well aware of the need to reduce the disparity between
developed and developing countries investments and importance of use of clean
energy in order to reduce carbon emissions. They intend to work together to assist
the countries through financial and technical help.

The PACE calls for the creation of energy
systems that support sustainable develop-
ment and the serious consideration of
energy security, as well as medium and
long-term integrated energy planning
strategies, decarbonization goals as well
as fundamental legislative and regulatory
changes. It is also the appropriate time to
move from fossil fuels to renewable
energy in order to reduce carbon footprint ==
for the sake of problems related to climate - SRR T073 TS WAL \
change. To enable the integration of renewable energy sources, promote connection
and trade between worldwide power grids, and further reduce costs through
economies of scale, steps should also be taken to build regional energy markets.
Additionally, efforts should be made to create regional energy markets in order to
facilitate the integration of renewable energy sources, promote connection and
trade amongst global power grids, and making it affordable for all economies. To
conclude, US-UAE clean energy partnership seems promising, but its implementa-
tion is importance in order to attain the intended objectives and goals.

12: Role of OIC: Why The Muslim World Has Never Been Able To Emerge
As A Single Bloc?

The Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) is the sole representative organization of
the Muslim world. It is an inter-governmental organization consisting of fifty-seven
states which represent one-quarter of the members of the United Nations.

The main objectives of the Constitutional Charter of the Islamic Cooperation are
aimed at improving and strengthening solidarity among Member States, protecting
Islam’s true image and preventing its defamation, promoting dialogue among
civilizations and religions, striving to get integrated and sustainable human
development, and ensure the development of the Members in the organization.
Despite these objectives, the Muslim world is still witnessing a threat to their unity
and is unable to emerge as a single bloc.
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Failures of OIC on Political Issues:

Among the main failures of OIC includes lack of cohesion and unity, as there are in-
ter-state differences among the member states, there are Shia-Sunni conflict, antag-

onistic foreign pollcy with major Western world influence and territorial disputes.
. Likewise, there is rising Islamophobia as in

the western world Islam is perceived as a
threat to Western Values such as

il women emanc:patlon Moreover, there is
terrorism that has given bitter image of
Islam. The growing incidence of violence
and suicidal attacks, sectarian violence
and increasing growth of religious-politi-
cal parties, which has depicted negative
Western approach about Islam.

......

Israel-Palestine issue:
With OIC backing, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) received recognition
from the international community to represent stateless Palestinians. Israel became
even more aggressive in fighting against the Palestinians and establishing its
legitimacy in Palestine. In this conflict Israel defeated not only the Palestinians, but all
the OIC countries.

Kashmir Issue:

Like the conflict in Palestine, the Kashmir dispute is another of the oldest unresolved
conflicts at the United Nations. The OIC has adopted numerous resolutions with little
impactin reality in resolving the crisis. Overall Kashmir has become another source of
constant difficulty for Muslim societies today.

Human Rights:

The OIC has been criticized for not discussing the treatment of ethnic minorities in
member countries, such as the oppression of the Kurds in Syria and Turkey, the
Ahwaz in Iran, the Hazaras in Afghanistan, the ‘Al-Akhdam’in Yemen, or the Berbers in
Algeria.

Role of OIC in Conflict Resolution:

Iran-lraqg War

The Iran-lraqg war of the 1980s was a testing ground for OIC's ability to resolve
intra-Muslim conflict. The OIC played a mediating role as war broke out in September
1980.The Iranian leadership did not seem to trust the OIC.

The OIC formed an “Islamic Peace Committee” and continued its mediating role. It
proposed a cease-fire with the withdrawal of Iraqgi troops from Iranian territories. It
urged both countries to exchange declarations of non-interference in the internal
affairs of the other country.
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But both did not paid attention to these proposals. The Iranians were of the view that
the OIC first identify the aggressor in the conflict and punish them. Iran wanted the
OIC to do this without participating in its meetings. Thus, the OIC lost its credibility as
a mediator.

September 11 Attack:

Muslim internal disputes have gotten worse since the attacks of September 11, 2001.
As aresult, the OIC General Secretariat in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, established a dedicat-
ed unit known as the “Peace, Security and Mediation Unit (PSMU). It was stated that
the PSMU would initially concentrate on creating capacity, after which it would
primarily operate by monitoring actual and potential crisis situations in order to rec-
ognise and assess the main causes of conflicts and decide how to settle them.
However, the OIC has not done a very good job of handling these situations.
Prospects of OIC:

Following a discussion of the organization’s failings, the issue of whether the OIC has
any chance of success inevitably emerges. When it first existed and even now, the OIC
had the capacity to play a significant role in world politics.

The OIC is unfamiliar to most people,
despite  being the second-largest
intergovernmental body after the United
Nations. This is as a result of its poor

execution. When it first appeared, it gave Orsaisstion ofsianic Cosperation | = A

many people reason for hope, but since _ )

then, their hopes have been dashed by its e

failure. This concept can be discovered by NP

conducting a brief analysis of the Afghan = & » i | Ml

conflict. 15 P (1} ' l‘l Al iI..I 1M '
Al-admission Qaeda’s of guilt in the 9/11 attacks and the Taliban's steadfast defence
of al-Qaeda leadership led the United States and its allies to consider invading
Afghanistan. The U.S. failed to completely eliminate either al-Qaeda or the Taliban,
despite the civilian deaths that allowed it and its allies to take control of the entire
country. It is reasonable to assume that the OIC will be able to permanently reduce
antagonism.

Conclusion:

On the international map, the OIC has served as the only voice of the Muslim Ummah,
speaking for 57 different countries, however this organisation has fallen short of what
the Muslim Ummah had hoped for. The OIC's weakness stems from a lack of internal
coherence. It is unrealistic to expect an organisation that has served as little more
than a debate forum and a platform for making meaningless announcements for
almost four decades to suddenly transform into a proactive international entity.
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Regarding the main issues facing the Muslim Ummah, such as Palestine, terrorism,
and globalisation, the OIC merely established contact groups and passed resolutions
without taking any concrete action that would pose a significant threat to aggressors.
The difficulties thus remained the same.

OIC should develop a mode to act practically worldwide. For this purpose, OIC should
follow the footsteps of other successful organizations of the world like EU and
Council of Europe. OIC needs to create a strategy for acting practically everywhere.
OIC could emulate other globally successful organisations like the EU and Council of
Europe for this goal.

13: Terrorism: A Critical Analysis

When talking about terrorism, it is witnessed in almost every society throughout the
human history. It is said that that its roots lie in the French Revolution but, terrorism
can be sketched in the earlier times as well. Looking into the definitions of “terrorism’,
we cannot find a single idea or explanation which defines it.

Taking the most reliable definitions in
consideration, FBI defines terrorism as the
unlawful use of force or violence against
persons or property to intimidate or
coerce a Government or civilian popula-
tion in furtherance of political or social
objectives. In addition, US code defines it
as premeditated, politically motivated
violence perpetrated against non-com-
batant targets by sub-national groups.

The superpowers or the dominant powers take the authority to label certain acts as
terrorism and not the others. Why there exists such a divergence when considering
terrorism? From the above definition it is clearly evident that any sort of religion or
group is not associated with terrorism, then why only specific groups or religion is
targeted when terrorism is considered in the world system. Why when same acts of
terrorism is carried out by a specific group or a state is not recognized as terrorism
and they are called as freedom fighters but when these very acts are carried out by a
different group or state they are labelled as terrorist activities under terrorism. From
where does this distinction emerge? The very reason of religion underlines this
distinction.

During the Irag war, many of the civilian population were killed and different forms of
violence were used, but still this act will not be labelled as terrorism. Here is the
distinction that the term terrorism is not associated with the western world, but most
importantly associated with the Arabs and the Muslims. Majority of the world if asked
to define terrorism through a portrait they will through one way or the other portray
it through the Islamic World.
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Even our very own Pakistan is seen as a terrorist country by many around the globe
after the 9/11 attacks. It is seen as a hot bed of terrorism or a nursery of terrorism and
it is even said that there are school based terrorist ideas in Pakistan.

In addition to this, the terrorism word is so associated with the Muslims and the Arab
world that even on the airports these individuals have to go through a strict security
check. Even many of the movies are giving this distorted idea against the Arab World
labelling them as terrorists. So, the basic idea is that Terrorism is usually associated
with a specific religion and under these other acts of terrorism are simply forsaken.
Association of Terrorism with religion and particularly with Islam is not justified as
none of the religion in this society give teachings to practice terrorism to safeguard
rights and it would not be wrong to say that Terrorism has no religion which means
that its not an act supported by any faith or moral teachings.

Terrorism is seen as an ideological and
political concept to achieve political,
religious and ideological objectives by
state or non-state actors. There main aims
can be revolution, national liberations,
revenge etc. Terrorism usually occurs due
to threat to one’s identities or when that
particular group wants their identity to
W dominate over others. Number of terrorist
activities were influenced by warfare
between races, struggles between the rich and poor or battles between political
outcasts and elites. Terrorists usually justify their bloody actions under the basis of
social, economic and political unfairness. In addition, they take inspiration from
religious beliefs or spiritual norms which inspires them to walk towards the road of
Terrorism.

Many of the states also exploit terrorism in other states to guard their own national
interest. For example, Iran is known for supporting Hezbollah in Lebanon against
Israel. Also, United States sided with the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt against the
communist government of Gamal Abdel Nasser and also the mujahedeen in
Afghanistan against the Soviet Union.

CASE STUDY

United States, War On Terror And Its Global Hegemony:

The United States after defeating Soviet Union in the cold war, continued to fight
against terrorism as its rival. This rivalry is targeted towards the global terrorism.
United States is utilizing Terrorism as a threat to specially develop their military
might. They are of the view that they face a threat from the civilizations especially the
Islamic Civilization so to overcome it, they want to develop their military might. So, in
this war against terrorism, United States is actually doing threat manufacturing.

TERRORISM
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In addition, United States is using this war on Terrorism as a justification to intervene
in different states for example its intervention in Afghanistan, Iran and Syria. Through
these activities, United States is trying to maintain its global hegemony all over the
international world. Seeing through the lens of offensive realism, United States is at a
constant war with terrorism around the globe, being a superpower, it easily exercises
its power over other states and Intervene in case of acts of terrorism. On international
stage, all states pledge to stand against and defeat terrorism but in reality, use it
against other states. Once the President of United States said that it can use its
military might if United States has to pursue its interests in the Middle East region.

According to Constructivism, it is said that
anarchy is what we make of it. What we
perceive we label it as such. For example,
for some states an act of violence of a
state is considered a threat while by
others, it is not considered a threat. This is
what United States did in their war against
terrorism. After the 9/11 attack, they stood
against the terrorist group of Al-Qaeda

and declared it as Terrorist. :
But on the other side of the story, United States also supports Israel and provide them

with weapons and considers Israel as an American ally, here it is seen that Israel is not
considered as terrorist who commit terrorism against Palestine. This shows that
United States have constructed this concept of terrorism under which they have
forsaken Israel and this is due to America’s own national interests in the Middle East
and they also want to contain Iran. The oft-quoted statement that ‘One person’s
terrorist is another person’s freedom fighter’ reminds us that the definition of
terrorism is based on how it is being constructed by an individual or state. Therefore,
United States see Israel as their ally, rather than a terrorist.

Conclusion:

Terrorism is considered as among the biggest threat faced by the international world.
Most of the terrorist acts are associated with religion and this is done by the major
powers of the world. Terrorism needs to be identified clearly and then steps should
be taken by the world community collectively to contain this act of violence rather
than targeting a specific group. Keeping aside the national interests, States needs to
drive their efforts to counter such acts.
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14: Traditional & Non-traditional Security Threats to Pakistan

In the modern world, the term 'security’ lacks a single definition that covers all of its
domains. The emergence of terrorism and proxy warfare has diversified the concept
of security. According to Baldwin, states are currently focused both on traditional
military threats and non-traditional security threats like climate change, human
rights, poverty etc. Pakistan's case is no different, it is suffering from both traditional
and non-traditional security threats.
Traditional security threats stem from
military and doctrinal intent of the oppos-
ing state to initiate war, invasion or attack.
In return, it gives birth to security dilem-
mas as a result both states find them-
selves in drastic armed conflicts. Pakistan
has always felt threatened because of its |t
arch-rival India. India, an immediate
neighbour of Pakistan, never had & das -
harmonious relations with Pakistan. e '
In the past seventy years both countries had fought three all-out-war and many
armed skirmishes and military standoffs. The main focus of all the conflict between
these two nations is Kashmir.

The worst thing for Pakistan is that it is relatively weaker in strength as compared to
India. India is the world’s second most populous state and 4.1 times bigger than
Pakistan in area. In addition, it has about five times the total defense budget of Paki-
stan and has a greater number of conventional military forces and weapons. This
asymmetry including the growing economy of India that is putting a lot of pressure
on Pakistan in terms of rivalry and threat perception. Thus, it is natural that there
would no competition in the realm of economy of technology where India enjoys a
numerical superiority (something it also enjoys in the military realm). Therefore,
Pakistan has built up its own military architecture which also characterizes nuclear
deterrence in pursuit to balance Indian numerical and firepower advantage.

For obvious reasons, Pakistan is increasing
concern regarding India’s necklace of
= diamond strategy and considers it as a
& direct threat for Pakistan. Therefore, a
& maintenance  of  significant  naval
presence is necessary for Pakistan to keep
her sea lanes open and defend her
interests in the Indian Ocean region.
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Pakistan, being a developing state, is vulnerable to cyber-attacks as it is not
technologically advanced and its resources are being invested in other traditional
threats. Thus, Pakistan has to safeguard herself against the emerging challenges.
Recent statements from Chief of Army Staff General Qamer Javed Bajwa, about
underscoring the importance of hybrid warfare are a manifestation of the fact that
Pakistan has to brace itself for the new modes of threats.

India is also venturing into the space warfare domain. It has established her Defense
Space Agency in 2019 & became only the fourth country in the world to shot down a
satellite during her Mission Shakti. Pakistan is feeling concerned regarding India’s
active involvement in the space domain, thus, it is cooperating with China actively to
cement its plane in the newest battlefield.

Apart from India, Pakistan is also concerned regarding the security of Gwadar port.
The port is touted as a game-changer for Pakistan’s future. But there exist countries
who doesn’t want Gwadar port to become a successful venture for both China and
Pakistan therefore, Gwadar Port is at risk of multiple security threats.

Pakistan, for quite some time has also been facing a host of non-traditional security
challenges that have seriously impacted its development, growth, economic
progress, as well as political stability.

The maritime security is currently one of
the most important agendas on the table
of Pakistani government mainly because
the maritime security threats pose danger
to Pakistan’s sea vessels and ports which
in turn can lead to an economic break-
down and intensify sea conflicts. The
current maritime security challenges of
Pakistan include non-traditional security

threats such as maritime terrorism, piracy, human trafficking, drug smuggling, traf-
ficking of weapons, illegal fishing, threat of tsunamis and maritime pollution.

Water crisis is also considered as the non-traditional threat to Pakistan. Pakistan is
among 23 countries which are facing drought emergencies over the past two years
(2020-2022), according to the ‘Global Land Outlook’report released by the United Na-
tions. This report also predicted that Pakistan will face a drought by 2025. According
to a report from the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), an estimated 70 per-
cent of households in Pakistan drink bacterially contaminated water while 85% of
people in Balochistan have no access to clean water. The worst part is that the Water
Shortage is leading to many health issues including water-borne disease, heatstroke,
and kidney issues among the residents of the country.

Pakistan is particularly vulnerable to climate change as its socio-economic fabric is
largely agrarian, which makes it highly climate-sensitive.
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Pakistan can mitigate the adverse effects of natural disasters through early warning
systems, technological advances in building and infrastructure construction, im-
proved sanitation systems, increased disaster preparedness and having an effective
emergency response strategy.

Another threat which Pakistan encounters is of population explosion. Pakistan hosts
a huge population of over 22 crores with highest urbanization rate in the South Asian
region. The population explosion is the root cause of issues such as food crises, water
crises, lack of available space for housing, infrastructure, agriculture land and forests,
and resources.

Moreover, smuggling and trafficking are the major non-traditional security
challenges for Pakistan. These includes human trafficking, trafficking of weapons,
trafficking of drugs from Afghanistan, smuggling of goods, and even plenty of oil is
being smuggled from Iran into Pakistan. We saw that a lot of dollars were smuggled
from Pakistan to Afghanistan after US' withdrawal, depreciating the value of rupee in
Pakistan. In this way, money laundering has spoiled the economy of the country to a
greater extent.

Anyone having remote knowledge of Pakistan has an idea that Pakistan is one of the
most affected states by terrorism in the world. Terrorism, another security threat, has
not only challenged Pakistan’s security but also its sovereignty and survival. In
addition, Pakistan’s tourism industry and international image severely depleted
because of terrorism. It is reported that Pakistan lost more than 80,000 lives in War on
Terror with economic losses of more than US$ 200 billion.

Diseases also serve as a threat to Pakistan. It is safe to say that Pakistan fought well
against COVID-19 pandemic but that does not mean Pakistan has not suffered. The
economy of Pakistan went through severe hardships in this period.

Food security hasn't been an issue for Pakistan for most of its history due to its
agricultural basis. However, it is expected that medium-term food security challenges
are going to be a big challenge if instant attention is not paid in order to manage
resources related to agriculture such as natural resources. The heatwaves in Pakistan
along with the water crises is severely impacting agriculture in Pakistan.

There is an abundance of both traditional and non-traditional issues that Pakistan is
facing currently. While the Armed Forces of Pakistan have valiantly defended territori-
al integrity and sovereignty successfully over time, non-traditional security
challenges are fast emerging as serious concerns to its overall security in the
medium- to long term. The political elites have to take iron-clad measures immedi-
ately to avoid further damage. Pakistan could also look to gain the support of both
regional and non-regional actors of the world. One thing that every Pakistani has to
keep in mind, “by failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.
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15: Seeking Women Rights: A Case Study of Pakistan

Gender discrimination is somehow part of every society. Women face inequality in
terms of basic social or political rights in many parts of the countries around the
globe. Crime against women was committed during war and peace times in the early
centuries as they were the vulnerable targets, but then, a sense of realization was
witnessed in the masses all around the world which eventually led to the formation
of International laws for women rights and the prohibition against all kind of
violence against women to protect women and provide them with a secure
environment to reside in.

Pakistan’s constitution has rights of %
women mentioned in it but the society
does not fail to oppress women rights.
Deprivation of women rights also has
cultural root causes. An example of this is s doe ®
that Pakistan gives women the right to =5 Wofheﬂs nghts
vote but in some rural areas women do § Bt
not vote. Other than that, crimes against o P larelljuman
women like rape and sexual harassment Loz ™ x -
have also arisen in Pakistan. LA™ S
This means that there is a lack of security and the failure of the government to pro-
vide protection to the women. According to a 2020 report cited by Geo News, at least
11 rape incidents are reported in Pakistan every day, with over 22,000 cases filed
across the country. This is one of the major reasons for which protests and women
rights ca be considered as justified.
Seeking women rights is not a new idea in Pakistan rather there have had been many
movements and activism for women rights made in the history.

PR pasZ. ) ox A 70 p Women March has been a very prominent

el Tt Y @ movement in Pakistan demanding

4 women rights. It was initiated on the basis
¥ | of Pakistani women facing types of social
3 ills and the systematic deprivation of basic
rights which includes early childhood
marriages, sexual harassment at home,
6 markets, workplaces, public transport or
= [ everywhere, and lack of safe access to
! . public spaces, to end domestic violence.
The movement also aimed at achieving freedom and the right of choice and equality.
Women also face abuse for revenge like acid attacks, and honour killings without
being addressed which are regularly silenced by society and frequently overlooked
by the state.
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This movement has also been criticized due to certain reasons. The movement was
very much based on liberal feminism. Some slogans and placards showed the idea of
liberalism in it and this became the reason for criticism of this movement. Liberalism
was not the problem but the main problem was that the march lost its main idea of
demanding basic women rights, in fact, the banners and the placards portray hatred
against men though the idea of feminism is not to hate men but rather seek equal
rights. Since Pakistan is an Islamic republic so the western ideas of feminism would
not fitin.

On the other hand, another movement
began adjacent to this Aurat March which
was initiated by the political party of Paki-
stan Jamaat-e-Islaami named as Haqooq e
Niswaan. They had decent slogans and
placards. Hagoog-e-Niswaan movement
demanded women rights keeping in view
the rights of women in Islam but was not
given enough coverage.

The rights of women can be achieved through peaceful means by sticking to the
main purpose of the movement and not inculcating liberal views in their motives.
The idea of demanding basic human rights should be the primary motive while keep-
ing in view that the idea of feminism is not to hate men but rather to seek equal
rights. When the slogans in movements are being made, they should be made by
keeping in mind the status of your society and should be clear enough that no one
perceives it wrongly and it goes against the ideologies and principles of Islamic
society.

Our Father of the nation, Quaid e Azam, also quoted many times in favour of women
rights and one of his famous quote is:

“No nation can ever be worthy of its existence that cannot take its women along with

the men. No struggle can ever succeed without women participating side by side
with men.”
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16: Pakistan China’s Joint Development Ventures

Pakistan on Thursday proposed the inclusion of new areas of cooperation in the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, including disaster recovery, global development
initiatives and boosting digital investment in the economy. Pakistan also proposed a
1+5 arrangement for special economic zones agreements between the geological
survey institutes of the two countries, an agreement between the Geological Survey
Intuitions of the two countries, and cooperation in developing Pakistan’s export
potential. The minister highlighted three basic objectives in the 11th Joint Advisory
Committee, which include the revival of CPEC, which has been revived since the
government assumed office in April this year. The inclusion of new projects that will
expand the CPEC portfolio and the third was business-to-business collaboration,
which was previously government-to-government.

The Joint Advisory Committee also
emphasized the importance of key
projects for the development of energy
and infrastructure; which are now opera-
tional and provide innumerable opportu-
nities for socio-economic development in
Pakistan. Similarly, another priority
project, the Karachi Circular Railway, which
will benefit a large section of the popula-
tion of our largest city of Pakistan, Karachi,

was discussed in detail. The two sides also agreed to start the ML-1 project, which was
considered the backbone of CPEC and remained neglected in the past. It was agreed
to include a new area of “Water Resources Management and Climate Change” which
will be of great importance especially after the recent flood which badly affected Pa-
kistan. The Government of Pakistan has also launched an initiative to include 10,000

MW of solar power in our system.
| | . daid .Lf

The Pakistani government has asked
China to create a financial window or line
===} of credit for Chinese companies partici-
I ¥ pating in the project. It was the 11th
meeting of the Joint Cooperation Com-
% || mittee, a key decision-making forum on
44 the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, Pa-
" kistan’s part of the $50 billion Belt and
Road Initiative. It is the largest CPEC proj-
ect in terms of cost and has been awaiting
a final decision for the last five years.
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Moreover, the JCC meeting could decide the fate of the 300-megawatt power plant
at Gwadar - a port that is supposed to be a key Belt and Road hub. But the Pakistani
government has an incentive to stay in China’s good books, given Sharif’s plan to visit
China. According to media reports, Sharif is likely to seek $10 billion in financial
assistance from China through balance of payments support and the rollover of
Chinese loans, which account for 30% of Pakistan’s total foreign debt. But he said
Beijing has already taken this into account while deciding on CPEC projects. “Beijing
knows that the ML-1 project is also in Pakistan’s interest, and even if Khan reconsti-
tutes a government, it cannot reverse that,” Dorsey said. It will not be wrong to say
that it is a right time for this proposal. Pakistan is already facing an economic turmoil
due to the floods and the recovery is all what needed. Its high time that Pakistan and
China shall revive their development projects.

17: Role Of Artificial Intelligence In National Security

The branch of technology known as artificial intelligence (Al) is expanding quickly
and has the potential to have substantial effects on national security. All facets of
society are anticipated to change as a result of artificial intelligence (Al). National
security may suffer if Al technology is not used and efficiently integrated. Since at
least the Second World War, military technology has employed partially autonomous
and intelligent systems, but latest events in machine learning and artificial
intelligence (Al) mark a turning point in the application of automation in warfare.

Al and national security maintains techni- ;
cal leadership, promotes positive com-
mercial and non-military uses, and reduc-
es catastrophic risks. Over the past five
years, professionals working in the field of
artificial intelligence (Al) have made
notable technical advancements, far more §
quickly than was initially predicted.
Machine learning advancements in the Al @
subfield are mainly responsible for this
progress.

The majority of specialists predict that this rapid improvement will continue and
even accelerate. The majority of developments in Al research take place in business
and academia. National security could benefit significantly from current Al
capabilities.

High-end technological states are increasingly utilizing Al-based decision-making
systems and Al-based military systems. The shift in the balance of power in this
dynamic international environment would be influenced by the development of new
technologies by states.

Page | 35 0 PakistanHouseOfficial o @Pakistanhouse11




Pakistan House- Monograph Series Volume 85

The fourth industrial revolution is going to speed up the technological revolution,
where Al and machine learning (ML) are now being incorporated into military
systems. New ideas are required, as well as a precise definition of the threats and
methods for addressing them. There is a need to create regulations that prevent the
weaponization of human-dependent technology like cyber and Al, even though that
may be difficult to do. Both benefits and drawbacks of Al exist for humanity. Artificial
intelligence has changed dramatically over the past ten years, leading to its adoption
by organizations, businesses and people for a range of purposes, from financial
planning mass surveillance. While countries compete to use the most advanced
technology military, police and intelligence applications, their potential implications
when used in counterterrorism strategy has also been explored.

Attention is also paid many moral and
ethical issues that need to be resolved
before the technology can be effective
employed in the fight against terrorism
and extremism. Special attention is paid
& to artificial intelligence as one of the most
adaptable development technologies
L [that has the ability to drastically increase
|production and efficiency of various as-
- @ pects in various industries such as
- : imedicine, agriculture, policing and
counter-terrorism. These organlzatlons and movements often use strategies such as
attacking civilian targets in an attempt to draw attention to weak security the
government they are trying to overthrow. Use Technology using artificial intelligence
to identify individuals at risk of radicalization online another example of how this is
possible is communities to facilitate reporting and intervention can be used to fight
terrorism online. Correct use artificial intelligence in the fight against terrorism can
help prevent domestic terrorism also. There are many uses for artificial intelligence
the potential to help prevent online terrorism. By classifying new records, extracting
patterns, marking relevant information, developments or relationships and
displaying results, Artificial intelligence can benefit law enforcement agencies when
dealing with the vast amount of data collected. He can assist in finding, identifying
patterns and relationships that might otherwise remain undetected significantly
assist law enforcement and change the direction of the fight against the Internet
terrorism, anti-terrorist organizations.

It seems obvious that unchecked Al research and development would have
disastrous impacts on every aspect of human life. Similar to the introduction of
Al-based weapon systems, new arms race in the states with advanced technology is
expected to result. Additionally, the states would be developing their Al-based
weaponry as a form of defense.
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This would result in the militarization of Al, which would limit the potential future
benefits of Al. Likewise, Al will not revolutionize the battlefield, but it will not change
the way we live either. Robots are currently replacing humans in industry, creating
job insecurity. Likewise, killer robots would be a potential threat to humans. There is
no legal instrument or treaty that can limit the development of killer robots by devel-
oped nations. Furthermore, Al applications are widely used for civilian purposes and
it should be noted that Al should not be tainted with negativity. Artificial intelligence
has a dual use, and its civilian use is immensely beneficial to humanity in general.
However, its defensive applications are extremely dangerous. It is up to states to
decide on the use of Al

18: China-U.S. Relations In The Wake Of U.S. National Defense Strategy 2022

The Pentagon finally unveiled its anticipated 2022 National Defense Strategy (NDS)
along with the Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) and Missile Defense Review (MDR) on
October 27, 2022. According to the Pentagon’s announced National Defense
Strategy, China continues to pose the biggest threat to American national security
interests while Russia continues to pose an “acute” threat as a result of the war in
Ukraine. Currently, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) is the United States “most
relevant strategic competitor for the future decades,” according to the National

Defense Strategy. The NDS report is
prepared every four years, to identify
threats to the U.S. so that the Department ||
of Defense has a long-term direction
regarding the challenges. Four top-level
defense priorities are made in the 2022
National Defense Strategy for the United g
States to pursue in order to improve §

attacks against the United States, Allies,
and partners. Secondly, Washington will

defend the homeland in view of growing multi-domain threat posed by the People’s
Republic of China (PRC). Thirdly, deterring aggression while being ready to win out in
conflict when necessary, prioritizing the PRC challenge in the Indo-Pacific region over
the Russian challenge in Europe. Lastly, the U.S. will build a resilient Joint Force and
defense ecosystem.

Assessment came out two weeks after the White House published a National Security
Strategy of a similar nature that also characterized China as“the only competitor with
both the intent to reshape the international order and, increasingly, the economic,
diplomatic, military, and technological power to do it”
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Beijing criticized the U.S. strategy for relations with China in response to the National
Security Strategy released earlier, urging Washington to embrace “win-win collabora-
tion.” It is being said that hard talk on China may result in a strong response from
Beijing and will have practical repercussions. In past years, both the countries have a
dopted the policies to counter each other’s influence in the world politics. The
relations between Beijing and Washington have deteriorated recently due to a
number of causes of contention, such as trade disputes, Taiwan’s legal status, territo-
rial disputes in the South China Sea, and the US ongoing concerns against China’s
expanding influence in the Indo-Pacific. Most recently, the export restrictions on
Chinese tech firms by Washington, Beijing’s did not denounce Russia’s conflict in
Ukraine, and military tensions in the Taiwan as a result of Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Taipei
are some other factors that have contributed in strained ties. The Biden administra-
tion views China as the “most consequential geopolitical challenge” The power
competition between the two super will define the international order in coming
decade. Despite Russia’s involvement in the Ukraine conflict, China poses the biggest
security threat to the U.S., how the United States will respond to the situation in the
future will depend on the nature of threat. On the other hand, in his first statement
United States following the historic elec-
tion of his third term as the leader of
China, Chinese President Xi Jinping stated
that China is prepared to find the “right
way” to cooperate with the U.S. and that
he wants to see bilateral relations resume
“sound and steady development! In his
statement, Xi expressed his hope that “the
National Committee and all those who
care about and support China-US

relations will continue to play an active role and assist restore the bilateral relations
back to the course of sound and steady growth.” According to Biden, both the nations
have a crucial role to play in resolving the challenges of the twenty-first century. He
said “These challenges know no boundaries and will require the broader internation-
al community to come together and for each of us to do our part in building a safe,
peaceful and resilient future.” This statement coming from Biden is a good move that
needs to be followed. Therefore, both the presidents of the United States and China
should understand the significance of communication, improving relations and
collaboration between the two nations which will allow coordination on shared
challenges. Also, the two countries should consider the severity and seriousness of
the Ukraine war and play their part in order to protect humanity and the world from
nuclear collision. By doing so, the two countries will bring stability and decrease the
current state of chaos in the world which has resulted in numerous fatalities,
economic crisis, instability, and the disturbance of international peace.
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About Pakistan House

Pakistan House, an Institute of International Affairs, is an independent policy institute
based in Islamabad.

Our mission is to help build a positive, secure and balanced world approach toward
developing societies.

Founded in 2012

Pakistan House collaborates with universities, think tanks, governments, the private
sector, civil society and diaspora. Each year, the institute organizes more than a dozen
events — conferences, workshops, briefings, group discussions and roundtables — in
Europe and Pakistan.

Think Tanks

Pakistan House carries out independent and critical analysis of regional and interna-
tional security issues and country specific challenges and opportunities (e.g. Pakistan
& Afghanistan). It consistently carries out scholarly discourse with global think tanks.

Digital Collections

The institute’s newsletter, assessments reports, books, and other research outputs are
a vital resource for policy-makers in and civil society. Pakistan’s leading efforts in
stabilizing South Asia and beyond coupled with an up-to-date commentary on
security-related topics are some of the main themes. Our digital collections are

archived and searchable on the website.

Policy Issues
Pakistan House carries out an independent and critical analysis of regional and
international security issues and country-specific challenges and opportunities (e.g.
Pakistan & Afghanistan). It consistently carries out scholarly discourse with global
think tanks.
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