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Closure of Mosques in Indian Occupied Kashmir

The grand mosque of Srinagar, dominates its neighborhood with an imposing main gate and massive
turrets. Over the years hundreds of thousands of Muslims have ﬁlled nearby lanes and roads to oﬀer
prayers led from the mosque. Indian authorities see the mosque as a trouble spot a nerve center for
protests and clashes that challenge India’s sovereignty over the disputed Valley. For the Kashmiri Muslims,
it is a sacred venue for Friday prayers and a place they can raise their voices for political rights. the
mosque in occupied Kashmir’s main city has largely remained closed for the past two years. The mosque’s
chief prayer leader has been detained in his home almost non-stop throughout that time.

Sealed! Th J&K Government has banned mandatory Friday prayers in historic Jamia Masjid in Srinagar for
consecutive Fridays. The locked entrance to the Jamia Masjid at Nowhatta in Old Srinagar on Oct 21,
2016..Photo By:-Shah Jehangir

Indian authorities refused to comment on the mosque restrictions despite repeated queries from The
Associated Press. In the past, oﬃcials have said the government was forced to close the mosque because
its management committee was unable to stop anti-India protests on the premises. the mosque’s closure
brings painful memories of the past.
Kashmir is the oldest dispute on the UN agenda, and unresolved International conﬂict in today’s world.
Pakistan considers Kashmir as a pinpoint issue between India and Pakistan. If we look at history India is
forcibly including Kashmir in its territory since 1947. India claims that they signed controversial documents
with the Maharaja of Kashmir on 26 October 1947, due to that Kashmir belong to them. Pakistan and the
international community don’t accept these kinds of controversial documents.
From time to time India is violating international law and killing innocent people in Kashmir. India is
destabilizing regional peace without any reason creating violence in Kashmir, totally ignoring human rights
and we know Kashmir is going far away from the hands of Kashmir. The international community should
take notice that how Indian forces are committed violence in Kashmir. Pakistan is also ready to resolve the
issue of disputed territory KashmirIn 1819, Sikh rulers closed it for 21 years. Over the past 15 years, it has
been subject to periodic bans and lockdowns by successive Indian governments. Pakistan’s Ambassador at
the UN expressed that letter talked about the alarming situation of Kashmir, rights violation by India, and
unprovoked ﬁring across the LoC by Indian forces. Generally, in order to realize their national aims and

objectives, the states in their own capacity continue to follow the Realist approach but none of them could
get all that it would wish to have. India is failed to have Kashmir and morally but physically they have
Kashmir.

Surveillance on Iran Nuclear Plant
Iran and a UN watchdog said they have reached an agreement on replacing cameras at a nuclear complex,
as Western powers warn time is running out to revive a deal on Tehran’s atomic program. The Viennabased International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) had been seeking to replace the devices which Iran says
were damaged in a June attack it blames on Israel. The IAEA “will soon install new surveillance cameras at
Iran’s Karaj centrifuge component manufacturing workshop under an agreement reached today by Director
General Rafael Mariano Grossi and the Head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, Mohammad
Eslami,” an IAEA statement said, calling this “an important development”.
Earlier this year Iran began restricting some IAEA inspection activity as part of steps it has taken away
from the 2015 nuclear deal with world powers after the United States unilaterally pulled out in 2018 and
reimposed crippling sanctions on Tehran. “In a gesture of goodwill, Iran is allowing the IAEA to install new
cameras to replace those damaged in a sabotage operation” against the Karaj nuclear site, said Iran’s
Nour news agency, considered close to the Islamic republic’s Supreme National Security Council. Due to
the completion of the safety investigation of the damaged cameras, as well as the agency’s decision to
condemn the sabotage in the TESA complex and to accept the technical inspection of the cameras by
Iranian experts before their installation, Iran has authorized the agency to replace the damaged cameras
with new ones,” The development was also reported by other Iranian news agencies. Iran accuses its archfoe Israel of being behind the attack on the TESA Karaj centrifuge component manufacturing workshop.
Among the key sticking points are precise which sanctions Washington will lift and the guarantees
demanded by Iran to safeguard against future changes of heart from the US.

Iran says it only wants to develop a civilian capability but Western powers say its stockpile of enriched
uranium goes well beyond that and could be used to develop a nuclear weapon.
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As the end of the year approaches, we are nearing the two-year anniversary of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Globally, over 5 million have died, and that’s almost certainly an undercount, especially in countries that
still lack the resources to properly test and vaccinate their populations. The U.S. has reported more than
750,000 COVID-19 deaths, and we’ve seen four surges of cases since early 2020, hoping that each would
be our last. Just last week, scientists detected a heavily mutated new variant, Omicron, which may end up
leading to another rush of cases or have no lasting eﬀects. We still don’t know enough to tell.
Everyone is ready for the pandemic to be over, but it’s still unclear what that would look like. How likely
are we to eradicate the virus? What would that really mean, and what will the world look like if we can’t?
While there is much we still don’t know about SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, we have
learned enough to answer some of these questions.
Some people think so. Advocates of a campaign to eradicate the virus cite the high costs of an endemic
SARS-CoV-2 virus, both in terms of health and as an ongoing economic issue. To date, over 250 million
infections have been conﬁrmed globally with over 5 million deaths, and absent any intervention,
economists have estimated that COVID-19 infections would cost the U.S. $1.4 trillion by 2030. Even with
the vaccines, COVID-19 will still be exceedingly costly in the coming years on multiple fronts. “Eradicating
this virus right now from the world is a lot like trying to plan the construction of a stepping-stone pathway
to the Moon. It’s unrealistic.” But failure to eradicate the virus does not mean that death, illness or social
isolation will continue on the scales seen so far. The future will depend heavily on the type of immunity
people acquire through infection or vaccination and how the virus evolves. Inﬂuenza and the four human
coronaviruses that cause common colds are also endemic: but a combination of annual vaccines and
acquired immunity means that societies tolerate the seasonal deaths and illnesses they bring without
requiring lockdowns, masks and social distancing. More than one-third of the respondents to Nature’s
survey thought that it would be possible to eliminate SARS-CoV-2 from some regions while it continued to
circulate in others. In zero-COVID regions, there would be a continual risk of disease outbreaks, but they
could be quenched quickly by herd immunity if most people had been vaccinated.
COVID will be eliminated from some countries, but with a continuing (and maybe seasonal) risk of
reintroduction from places where vaccine coverage and public-health measures have not been good
enough. Governments, public health agencies, and others have laid much groundwork to achieve the goal
of measles eradication, such as building public health infrastructure and strengthening cooperation among
countries. The biggest challenges that remain include achieving high vaccine coverage, and responding to
new variants that could bypass our immune response to COVID-19.
In the next year or two, countries can reduce transmission with control measures until enough people have
been vaccinated either to achieve herd immunity or to drastically reduce the severity of infections. That
would signiﬁcantly reduce deaths and severe disease, says Osterholm. But if countries abandon strategies
to reduce the spread and let the virus reign unchecked then the darkest days of the pandemic are still
ahead of us.
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OIC and Afghanistan: The way forward

By Shaista Riaz, Research Associate Pakistan House

The aftermath of the US withdrawal from Afghanistan has left signiﬁcant gaps in the economic
development of Afghanistan. The global response to the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan remained
distorted while Pakistan and China came forward to strengthen its ties with Afghanistan, in hopes to
stabilise the country. Recently, an important step in the form of a coordinated response has been taken by
the Organisation of Islamic Countries (OIC) to avoid further damage in the country. After 24 years, Pakistan
hosted another OIC meeting, this time of Foreign Ministers rather than heads of state, to address the
looming situation in Afghanistan. The historic event, convened by Saudi Arabia as OIC chair was attended
by 70 delegates who discussed the humanitarian situation in Afghanistan.

Afghanistan’s economy is rapidly collapsing because under the last government, 75% of expenditure came

from foreign grants. However, all that evaporated with the Taliban takeover. The Taliban realise that the
West needs to lift sanctions and aid agencies need to return back to tackle the humanitarian crisis.
Therefore, in the OIC meeting Pakistan proposed a six-point plan to solve Afghanistan’s woes. Foreign
Minister of Pakistan addressed that the six points would entail coordinating aid, expanding investment,
assisting with the reconstruction of Afghan institutions, and deploying technical experts to oversee the
economy. US Special Representative for Afghanistan Tom West, who attended the meeting, has stated his
commitment to cooperate with humanitarian organisations in the nation to ﬁnd ways to distribute aid.
Moreover, Qureshi proposed the establishment of an expert group of the OIC and UN oﬃcials to revive the
banking sector in Afghanistan that collapsed after the Taliban took over Kabul. As a result, a humanitarian
trust fund has been established in Islamic Development bank and Saudi Arabia has declared 1 billion Riyal
for Afghanistan’s humanitarian assistance. However, it was stressed that humanitarian aid alone is not
suﬃcient to support Afghanistan, therefore, the ﬁnancial systems in the country should be restored with
the help of the Western countries.

Additionally, the Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Mr Hissein Brahim Taha,
announced the appointment of Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian, Cultural and Social Aﬀairs
Ambassador Tariq Ali Bakheet as his Special Envoy on Afghanistan to follow up on the implementation of
the resolution of the Council of Foreign Ministers, particularly as regards to coordinating eﬀorts for the
supply of humanitarian assistance to the Afghan people. However, it can be argued that a political ﬁgure
instead of a bureaucratic one as a representative for Afghanistan could push the agenda more
signiﬁcantly.
This OIC summit should provide a ray of optimism not only for the region but also for the organization. It
can aim to re-establish the institution’s relevance by resolving the current situation. Without any ifs and

buts, all Muslim countries should band together to assist their brothers and sisters in Afghanistan. This is
an excellent opportunity to do so, given the debacle in Afghanistan beneﬁts no one. Moreover, the
involvement of OIC delegates in this meeting also signiﬁes the growing concern for the humanitarian crisis
in Afghanistan and the joint involvement to support development in Afghanistan can become the common
cause between regional leaders to strengthen strategic ties. However, there is still a lack of consensus in
OIC because there are some countries like Tajikistan that still have not shown the desire to engage with
the Taliban.
Moving forward, the OIC members plan to meet again in Islamabad after three months for their annual OIC
summit, to report on the progress made in Afghanistan. However, the progress on the part of Taliban in
terms of forming a representative government holds signiﬁcance as well.
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An International Webinar On Sharing Future Economic Progress: Potential Avenue for Collaborations

Between Pakistan and Bangladesh

China’s Political Engagement in Afghanistan
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By Shaista Riaz, Research Associate of Pakistan House
In the last decade, China has engaged with the economic and socio-political aﬀairs of Central Asia due to
its Belt and Road Initiative project. Therefore, with the Taliban takeover, China has been one of the
countries providing most of the humanitarian aid to Afghanistan and engaging with the international
community to help the country achieve economic reconstruction and self-suﬃciency. China respects
Afghanistan’s sovereignty and supports the Afghan people to choose their own development path.
Moreover, along with China’s proactive foreign policy initiatives with Afghanistan, there has been direct
interaction between the two countries’ governments which suggests that Beijing is eager to stabilise
Afghanistan and Afghanistan is open to having dialogue with regional neighbours and the international
community.
In Doha, Chinese State Counsellor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the
acting deputy prime minister of the Afghan Taliban’s interim government. In their meeting, they discussed
the current situation in Afghanistan, brieﬁng on the challenges that the Taliban regime faces, such as
humanitarian crisis, economic chaos, terrorist threats and governance diﬃculties. To overcome these
challenges, the international community’s understanding and support are required (as reported by Xinhua
news agency). Wang expressed that the “East Turkestan Islamic Movement” (ETIM), an international

terrorist organisation listed by the UN Security Council, is a threat to China but also to Afghanistan for its
long-term stability in Asia. Moreover, the meeting deduced that the Afghan interim government aims to
meet the needs of the people and will continue to take inclusive measures to expand the representation of
the regime. As most of the oﬃcials and technocrats of the former government have stayed in oﬃce, the
government aims to recruit all ethnic groups to participate in the state governance in the future. Moreover,
the Taliban regime is hopeful that the international community will increase assistance to help restore the
stability in Afghanistan.
An analysis from their meeting suggests that China’s proactive engagement can allow regional neighbours
to interact and establish closer ties with Afghanistan. For China, a stable Afghanistan could oﬀer safe
execution of its regional projects and allow China to have a more inﬂuential role in Asia. In theory, Beijing
can establish better relations with Washington if the two agree to work together to stabilise Afghanistan.
However, it is hard to assess how the US could be engaged in a meaningful way in Afghanistan. Therefore,
China can trust Russia and Pakistan to play a key role in helping China’s BRI projects, even encouraging
Afghanistan to join CPEC that could provide Afghanistan with long term economic viability. As of now,
China could be Afghanistan’s main partner to rebuild the country, oﬀering aid and possible future
investment opportunities. This would reﬂect on future alliances of Afghanistan and its investment plans.
However, if the Afghan land does not receive the necessary funds to stabilise its economy, there is a huge
risk of the drug trade and illegal activities to prevail in desperation of saving Afghanistan from economic
implosion.

Hedging Bets on the Taliban Regime
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By Shaista Riaz, Research Associate at Pakistan House
There are major decisions that need to be made especially when we are witnessing a massive
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan. The Afghani citizens and world leaders share one common dilemma,
will the Taliban go back to its old ways or is it safe to trust the Taliban? Either way, the main goal should
be to avert the current humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and gradually build a peaceful bridge between
the Taliban and the rest of the world. This article aims to present an analysis of the current diplomatic
setting aﬀecting Afghanistan and provide brief recommendations.
Afghanistan in the last two decades built itself on an American model with no eﬀorts to sustain it after the
US left. According to more than 2000 pages of documents obtained by the Washington post, military
commanders, diplomats, and aid workers revealed privately and in blunt terms, the US presence in
Afghanistan to be an unclear mission, a failed strategy, and an eﬀort to sway public opinion. For example,
the Afghan government relied on foreign grants that ﬁnanced around 75 percent of the public spending.
This means that under the Taliban control that money will presumably dry up and the economy is poised to
collapse. But it is not just about the foreign grants, the economy is danger from a major brain drain. Since
the doctors, lawyers, and other skilled workers are ﬂeeing the country, leaving Afghanistan with limited
gains achieved in the past two decades. This is because the gains made under the US presence were not
secured and the Afghan citizens are suddenly presented with a dilemma.
So, after twenty years of war in Afghanistan, many Afghans are left traumatized or have been killed by the
Taliban, all while the overall sentiment is of deep betrayal. This sense of betrayal has emerged from the
un-sustained eﬀorts made by the US administration and by the US servicemen who executed those eﬀorts,
who are left questioning what it was all for. Hence, the US does have a clear obligation to take in the
Afghan citizens who do not feel safe and grant them humanitarian parole.
Besides, China and Pakistan can play a major role by helping Afghanistan in its humanitarian crisis. Which

could lead to stronger ties with the Afghan government. As Beijing is expected to recognise the Taliban
regime, it may be futile to believe that the Central Asian states will not eventually recognize the Afghan
government. One of the reasons for this possibility is because the Central Asian states have been an active
part of China’s Belt and Road initiative. Although the debt burden is increasing in Central Asia, the
countries have become dependent on the vested interests of Russia and China. Regardless of the
prospect, Beijing has created an economic dependency of Central Asian states on China. This raises a
question as to what extent would the economic dependency of Central Asian states can aﬀect their
diplomatic decisions? The general idea does dictate that the economic leverage can dictate the political
decisions of a country.
Since the discovery of valuable minerals in Afghanistan, the bordering countries can envision a greater
outcome of BRI’s presence in Asia. Russia has maintained security presence in Central Asia. However,
Russian oﬃcials are now downplaying the Taliban’s threats, this could be because a Taliban government
would be simpler to work with than the UN-backed government that has now departed. There is no doubt
that the Taliban will be a diﬃcult partner for China. Signiﬁcant uncertainty surrounds the Taliban
leadership’s idea of Islamic beliefs, as well as how this may aﬀect the group’s foreign policy, particularly
toward its Central Asian neighbours.
Another dimension focuses on the trade relations of Afghanistan that could stabilise the country to some
extent and serve as a bridge between Afghanistan and the rest of the world. This can be seen with regards
to trade between Pakistan and Afghanistan that might result in revenue beneﬁts on both sides. After
prolonged uncertainty in Kabul, exporters from Pakistan have resumed supplying goods to Afghanistan. In
particular, the rise in fruit export from Afghanistan has been noticeable. Hundreds of trucks lined the
Khyber Pass, the key road that connects Pakistan and Afghanistan across the Torkham border. They are
loaded with food and are ready to cross the border into Afghanistan’s eastern Jalalabad. Trucks usually
carry cement, sugar, ﬂour, cooking oil, salt, bananas, pomegranates and other food items to Afghanistan.
Moreover, Pakistan’s Finance and Revenue Minister, Shaukat Tarin, told the Senate Standing Committee
on Finance that trade with Afghanistan would now be in rupees in order for the government to save its
dollar revenues. Thus, recognising the need for bilateral trade with Afghanistan would not only beneﬁt
Afghanistan’s stability but also allow countries to construct sustainable markets with the new Taliban
regime.
The least we could do is help alleviate the humanitarian crisis which is only achievable once the countries
recognise their priorities, that is to support the people of Afghanistan. The Taliban regime also needs to
understand that its actions in Afghanistan will be the determining factor for achieving the trust of its
Afghan citizens and of the world leaders. One of the ways to achieve stability in Afghanistan is through
establishing bilateral trade and allowing the market forces to engage Afghanis in economic participation.
Moreover, in order to settle the fear of Afghan citizens, the US, Pakistan, and China can encourage soft
power diplomacy towards the Taliban for long-term gains from economic and security aspects. As for
Central Asian states, it is advisable for them to work alongside the Taliban to ensure the progress of BRI
investments in their countries.

Strengthening Pakistan’s Climate Change
Policy
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By: Saddam Tahir
Climate change is not only an environmental challenge; rather it has evolved into a security and
developmental challenge over the years for countries across the globe. With changing climate scenarios,
Pakistan’s development model needs to go through a paradigm shift, creating a second climate science
arm. All economic planning and investments, out of necessity, need to be an exercise in planning and
investment of climate adaptation, duly informed by institutions generating climate knowledge and
providing climate services. Climate services can help the country pursue three tracks:
Climate adaptation
Disaster-risk reduction
Sustainable development
In the annual report for 2020, Global Climate Risk Index has placed Pakistan in the ﬁfth position on the list
of countries that are most vulnerable to climate change. According to the report from 1999 to 2018,
Pakistan has experienced 152 extreme weather hazards, faced economic loss worth $3.8 billion, and 9,989
people have died. Based on the statistics recorded by the think tank, the report concluded that Pakistan’s

vulnerability to climate change is intensifying. The report points out that Pakistan is “recurrently aﬀected
by catastrophes and continuously rank among the most aﬀected countries both in the long-term index and
in the index for the respective year”. Due to the geographical location, Pakistan has become most
vulnerable to climate change and hence placed on the long-term index of the report. One of the co-authors
of the report David Eckstein registers in the report that “the entire region where Pakistan is located is
prone to extreme weather events, in particular, heavy rainfalls e.g. during monsoon season, and ﬂoodings
as a result.”
This year’s report is particularly relevant for Pakistan as climate change is fast “increasing variability in the
water cycle, inducing a greater number of extreme weather events, reducing the predictability of water
availability, and adversely aﬀecting water quality”. Three water-related issues are central to climate
adaptation in Pakistan:
1. a) Water stress, reﬂected in increasing uncertainty and scarcity.
2. b) Hazards and disasters reﬂected in ﬂoods, droughts, storms surges, and glacier lake outbursts.
3. c) Water quality is reﬂected in the deteriorating quality of ground and surface water used for drinking,
irrigation, and industry.
As the early warning systems continue to be underdeveloped and underutilized, the national
meteorological and hydrological services remain weak. National public institutions mandated to provide
hydrological information, therefore, lack the necessary capacities needed to provide climate services for
water. The results are perilous: human, social, and economic losses are continuously soaring as ﬂoods
have globally increased by 134 percent and droughts by 20pc in the last two decades. This gives Pakistan
all the more reason to augment climate services.
Despite international support and growing climate vulnerabilities, Pakistan has not developed its National
Framework for Climate Services (NFCS). The presence of an NFCS will provide an institutional mechanism
to coordinate, facilitate and enhance collaboration among national institutions to improve, jointly produce,
deliver and use science-based climate projections and services. Some regional countries like China and
India who developed robust national frameworks have successfully accessed global science and
technology, as the GFCS seeks to build on continued improvements in climate forecasting to increase
access to the best climate data. Planners, investors, and vulnerable communities have the right to beneﬁt
from easy-to-use information so that they can plan and cope with projected trends and scenarios.
Since Pakistan’s datasets on temperature, precipitation, soil moisture, snowfall in glacial areas, ocean
conditions, and winds are absent or inaccessible, policymakers are not always informed about long-term
historical averages of these parameters or their risks. Development planners end up shooting in the dark
by taking decisions without knowing long-term projections and trends. However, Pakistan’s leadership
remains fully committed to addressing the concerns and threats of climate change. As multiple projects of
reforestation took place in the last few years to tackle natural disasters.

Understanding 2021 Inﬂationary Spiral in
Pakistan
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By Hira Shakeel
For the people of developing countries an increase in prices of basic goods, especially food items and fuel
hike in comparison to the little or no increase in the wages has become a struggle for survival. This
situation presents additional challenges for the daily wage earners and for the low-income households. The
rate of inﬂation in Pakistan has edged up to a daunting double ﬁgure of 10.9%, which presents a gloomy
picture for the poor. Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) recorded a price hike of 9% from 8.4% in
September alone on consumer items. In 2018, the increase of inﬂation was recorded at 3.93%, but three
years later this has increased to more than 10%.
Pakistan is a net importer of energy and relies on the exports of raw materials, especially from the
agricultural sector. The ﬂuctuation in the prices of the raw material in the international market aﬀects the
stability of the local market in Pakistan, making it more fragile. For years, modernizing and strengthening
the agricultural base of the country has been neglected by the leaders. This neglect has proved
detrimental, because although Pakistan is majorly an agricultural country, it has become a net food
importer. Moreover, as Pakistan imports oil from abroad, the purchase weighs heavily on the import bill of
the country. Any increase in the price of fuel globally, does not only lead to inﬂation in Pakistan but at the
same time the exchange rate is pressurized downward which makes imports more expensive. This
eventually leads to a trade deﬁcit, i.e., when the country’s monetary value of imports surpasses the

monetary value of exports.
Neglect of the agriculture sector coupled with the failure to address the domestic supply disruption, for
instance, the unforeseen shortage of wheat and sugar, have contributed to the hike of prices. Although the
claim of the government that prices of the products have been increasing globally since the spread of the
pandemic in 2019 is not wrong. However, claiming to still have the lowest prices as compared to the
regional countries is partially true. In comparison to India or Bangladesh the prices of petroleum might be
lower in Pakistan but at the same time country’s even lower per capita income wipes out the advantage of
these low prices.
Most of the basic goods, which includes food items such as sugar, rice, ghee, wheat, energy, telecom
services, transportation, and clothing have seen a surge in prices. Any increase in the prices of electricity
or fuel impacts the prices of three sectors in Pakistan, namely food, transportation, and housing.
The limited employment opportunities and the low wages have made it diﬃcult for people to fulﬁll their
basic needs. While the job opportunities are diminishing, the surge in prices is making it unbearable for the
people. The living standard of a common man continues to depreciate due to higher inﬂation. A pro-poor
policy does not mean an increase in the regressive nature of taxes, i.e., those taxes which is applicable to
be paid by citizens regardless of their income. Further, the direct tax is mostly left unaccountable due to
the negligence of the authorities as it remains undocumented.
Any increase indirect taxes means an increase in prices. This has a direct impact on a common man, as his
purchasing power parity drops. When such a situation arises it eventually pushes a family towards lower
standards of living, due to the constrained choices. At a societal level, an increase in direct taxes, leads to
a hike in prices of common goods, consequently widening the gap between social classes. The purchasing
power parity of an individual with a ﬁxed income is most aﬀected because there is no increase in their
income.
In the longer run, a persistent situation like this can lead to a conﬂict within the country. According to a
report issued by the UNDP, inﬂation has become a headache for almost every citizen in Pakistan except
those 20 percent who own more than half of the country’s wealth. If inﬂation has become a challenge for
the people, it presents a challenge for the government too.
Before suggesting what the government can do to control the prices, it is crucial to look at the origin of the
challenge. Primarily, major industrial economies have been vulnerable due to COVID-19, but their recovery
has been recorded much quicker than expected. This has increased the global consumption of energy and
other commodities. Therefore, there has been a hike in fuel prices globally.
Additionally, the prices of products such as palm oil, wheat, sugar, and fertilizers have also increased.
Eventually, when the products are shipped and land in Pakistan there is an additional cost, which makes
these commodities expensive. Considering this global hike in prices and adding the issue of the
deprecating Pakistani rupee against the dollar presents a two-fold challenge. This has a direct impact on
the imports of Pakistan, thus the reason for the increase in prices. The strengthening of the rupee is not an

easy task, because it is directly attached to the condition of the national economy and the inﬂow as well as
the outﬂow of the foreign exchange.
In the case of Pakistan, the economic growth is slow and weak, plus the outﬂow of foreign exchange is
much higher than the inﬂow, appreciating the value of the rupee is unlikely. Keeping the value of the
rupee higher against the US dollar will have a huge impact on the economic condition of Pakistan because
the meager foreign reserves that Pakistan has will be used for this purpose. The little foreign reserves that
the State Bank of Pakistan has are important to meet the trade deﬁcit of the country.
Much of the hike in prices is due to the reason that Pakistan is receiving aid from the international donor
agencies on certain conditionalities, which require devaluation of the currency, cutting down on subsidies
and welfare projects, and increasing prices. There is a serious need to amend the economic policies in the
country and focus on strengthening the industrial and agricultural base of the country if the government
wants to address the challenge of uncontrollable inﬂation. Secondly, at both district and level, the weak
administrative mechanism has led to a hike in prices. It is due to their weakness that there is a gap
between the wholesale price and retail price. However, to such challenges, there is no quick or immediate
solution.
For swift action, the government can reduce the duties and taxes on the imported items but in the long run
it can lead to a ﬁscal deﬁcit. The only way that Pakistan can overcome its current economic challenges, is
by focusing on increasing its exports which will increase the inﬂow of dollars in the country. Besides
increasing its exports, Pakistan can induce foreign direct investments (FDIs), and open more channels for
securing remittances from Pakistanis in foreign countries. Until and unless, the government does not
address the economic challenges, create more job opportunities, give subsidies to the local industries, and
improve the purchasing power parity of its citizens, inﬂation will remain the biggest obstacle to Pakistan’s
growth.

China’s Interests in Afghanistan: Post U.S.
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By Zara Qurban
Since the withdrawal of the U.S. troops and its European allies after decades of war in April 2021,
Afghanistan is entangled in the wickedest kind of security. Afghanistan’s commandeering by the Taliban
after the U.S. military withdrawal has presented the regional States with many new emerging challenges.
An abrupt withdrawal of the U.S. military from Afghanistan has created a huge power vacuum and
neighboring States are extending helping hands to avert the possible fall of Afghanistan.
Countries such as Pakistan, Russia, India, Iran and Turkey have their own grounds to intervene but now the
global are on China including re-evaluating its persistent ‘non-interference’ policy. China was against the
invasion of the U.S. military and also opposed the abrupt withdrawal stating that it will leave Afghanistan
in mayhem. China’s Foreign Ministry said “the recent abrupt U.S. announcement of complete withdrawal of
forces from Afghanistan has led to a succession of explosive attacks throughout the country, worsening
the security situation and threatening peace and stability as well as people’s life and safety.”
Many spectators are considering the exchange of dialogues between Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and
the Taliban leaders an attempt by China to exert more inﬂuence in the region. But, China does not look at
Afghanistan from the lens of prospects, the Chinese inﬂuence and involvement, especially after the U.S.
military withdrawal, is all about the management of threats. Another observation entails that Chinese
political and economic interest in Afghanistan revolve around the wariness of Afghanistan becoming a safe
haven for militant groups targeting China like the last time Taliban were in power.
Though Mullah Baradar and Wang Yi in Tianjin have been in contact for decades, the Taliban’s ideological
agenda does not ﬁt well with China. Andrew Small, Associate Senior Policy Fellow, states, “China certainly
has substantial commercial and economic interests in the wider region, but they are minimal in

Afghanistan itself. Its major investments there, the Aynak copper mine and the Amu Darya energy
projects, have been in stasis for many years. There have been numerous discussions about Afghanistan’s
involvement in the Belt and Road Initiative, including connections to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor,
but Beijing’s view has been that, in Afghanistan, stability has to precede serious new economic
commitments.” Other than copper, Afghanistan has untouched mines of minerals such as cobalt, iron,
mercury and lithium which are estimated to the value of about $1 trillion.
In order to maintain better political and economic relations with Afghanistan, China oﬀered to rebuild the
infrastructure “by funneling funds directly to the group through Pakistan.” As a result to continuous
exchange of dialogues and China’s commitment of support in Afghanistan, the spokesman for the Taliban
Political Oﬃce in Qatar established that they recognize China “as a friend of Afghanistan”, he also stated
that Taliban and Afghanistan will no longer provide refuge or safe haven to Muslim Uyghurs. On one
occasion the Chinese foreign minister said that Taliban are expected “to play an important role in the
progress of peaceful reconciliation and reconstruction in Afghanistan.”
China’s policy towards Afghanistan is primarily based on the security implications resulting from the U.S.
and Taliban peace agreement, which China believes in not going in the right direction. The disturbances,
instability and radicalization will eventually seep through the borders into China. As per the researchers
based in Afghanistan, “through military assistance, China helped Kabul build its military mountain brigade
in the Wakhan Corridor near Afghanistan’s northern Badakhshan province with the primary goal of
preventing inﬁltration by the Islamic State into China.” It is believed that Beijing will keep close bilateral
ties with Afghanistan in order to tightly manage any spill over into China by engaging all its diplomatic
energies because it fears that the success of Taliban might encourage militant groups to carry out terror
activities. If the security situation becomes better in Afghanistan, China is likely to go forward with more
investment plans and programs but it will be very cautious.
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A Critical Assessment of China’s Interests in Afghanistan: Post
U.S. Military Withdrawal
By Zara Qurban
Since the withdrawal of the U.S. troops and its European allies after decades of war in April 2021,
Afghanistan is entangled in the wickedest kind of security. Afghanistan’s commandeering by the Taliban
after the U.S. military withdrawal has presented the regional States with many new emerging challenges.
An abrupt withdrawal of the U.S. military from Afghanistan has created a huge power vacuum and
neighboring States are extending helping hands to avert the possible fall of Afghanistan.
Countries such as Pakistan, Russia, India, Iran, and Turkey have their own grounds to intervene but now
the global is on China including re-evaluating its persistent ‘non-interference’ policy. China was against the
invasion of the U.S. military and also opposed the abrupt withdrawal stating that it will leave Afghanistan
in the mayhem. China’s Foreign Ministry said, “the recent abrupt U.S. announcement of complete
withdrawal of forces from Afghanistan has led to a succession of explosive attacks throughout the country,
worsening the security situation and threatening peace and stability as well as people’s life and safety.”

Many spectators are considering the exchange of dialogues between Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and
the Taliban leaders an attempt by China to exert more inﬂuence in the region. But, China does not look at
Afghanistan from the lens of prospects, the Chinese inﬂuence and involvement, especially after the U.S.
military withdrawal, is all about the management of threats. Another observation entails that Chinese
political and economic interest in Afghanistan revolve around the wariness of Afghanistan becoming a safe
haven for militant groups targeting China like the last time Taliban were in power.

Though Mullah Baradar and Wang Yi in Tianjin have been in contact for decades, the Taliban’s ideological
agenda does not ﬁt well with China. Andrew Small, Associate Senior Policy Fellow, states, “China certainly
has substantial commercial and economic interests in the wider region, but they are minimal in
Afghanistan itself. Its major investments there, the Aynak copper mine and the Amu Darya energy
projects, have been in stasis for many years. There have been numerous discussions about Afghanistan’s
involvement in the Belt and Road Initiative, including connections to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor,
but Beijing’s view has been that, in Afghanistan, stability has to precede serious new economic
commitments.” Other than copper, Afghanistan has untouched mines of minerals such as cobalt, iron,
mercury, and lithium which are estimated to a value of about $1 trillion. In order to maintain better
political and economic relations with Afghanistan, China oﬀered to rebuild the infrastructure “by funneling
funds directly to the group through Pakistan.” As a result to continuous exchange of dialogues and China’s
commitment of support in Afghanistan, the spokesman for the Taliban Political Oﬃce in Qatar established
that they recognize China “as a friend of Afghanistan”, he also stated that the Taliban and Afghanistan will
no longer provide refuge or safe haven to Muslim Uyghurs. On one occasion the Chinese foreign minister
said that the Taliban are expected “to play an important role in the progress of peaceful reconciliation and
reconstruction in Afghanistan.” China’s policy towards Afghanistan is primarily based on the security

implications resulting from the U.S. and Taliban peace agreement, which China believes in not going in the
right direction. The disturbances, instability, and radicalization will eventually seep through the borders
into China. As per the researchers based in Afghanistan, “through military assistance, China helped Kabul
build its military mountain brigade in the Wakhan Corridor near Afghanistan’s northern Badakhshan
province with the primary goal of preventing inﬁltration by the Islamic State into China.” It is believed that
Beijing will keep close bilateral ties with Afghanistan in order to tightly manage any spillover into China by
engaging all its diplomatic energies because it fears that the success of the Taliban might encourage
militant groups to carry out terror activities. If the security situation becomes better in Afghanistan, China
is likely to go forward with more investment plans and programs but it will be very cautious.

Understanding 2021 Inﬂationary Spiral in Pakistan
By Hira Shakeel
For the people of developing countries an increase in prices of basic goods, especially food items and fuel
hike in comparison to the little or no increase in the wages has become a struggle for survival. This
situation presents additional challenges for the daily wage earners and for the low-income households. The
rate of inﬂation in Pakistan has edged up to a daunting double ﬁgure of 10.9%, which presents a gloomy
picture for the poor. Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) recorded a price hike of 9% from 8.4% in
September alone on consumer items. In 2018, the increase of inﬂation was recorded at 3.93%, but three
years later this has increased to more than 10%. Pakistan is a net importer of energy and relies on the
exports of raw materials, especially from the agricultural sector. The ﬂuctuation in the prices of the raw
material in the international market aﬀects the stability of the local market in Pakistan, making it more
fragile. For years, modernizing and strengthening the agricultural base of the country has been neglected
by the leaders. This neglect has proved detrimental, because although Pakistan is majorly an agricultural
country, it has become a net food importer. Moreover, as Pakistan imports oil from abroad, the purchase
weighs heavily on the import bill of the country. Any increase in the price of fuel globally, does not only
lead to inﬂation in Pakistan but at the same time the exchange rate is pressurized downward which makes
imports more expensive. This eventually leads to a trade deﬁcit, i.e., when the country’s monetary value of
imports surpasses the monetary value of exports.

Neglect of the agriculture sector coupled with the failure to address the domestic supply disruption, for
instance the unforeseen shortage of wheat and sugar, have contributed to the hike of prices. Although the
claim of the government that prices of the products have been increasing globally since the spread of the
pandemic in 2019 is not wrong. However, claiming to still have the lowest prices as compared to the
regional countries is partially true. In comparison to India or Bangladesh the prices of petroleum might be
lower in Pakistan but at the same time country’s even lower per capita income wipes out the advantage of
these low prices.

Most of the basic goods, which includes food items such as sugar, rice, ghee, wheat, energy, telecom
services, transportation and clothing have seen a surge in prices. Any increase in the prices of electricity
or fuel, impacts the prices of three sectors in Pakistan, namely food, transportation and housing. The
limited employment opportunities and the low wages have made it diﬃcult for the people to fulﬁl their
basic needs. While the job opportunities are diminishing, the surge in prices is making it unbearable for the
people. The living standard of a common man continues to depreciate due to higher inﬂation. A pro-poor
policy does not mean an increase in the regressive nature of taxes, i.e., those taxes which is applicable to
be paid by citizens regardless of their income. Further, the direct tax is mostly left unaccountable due to
the negligence of the authorities as it remains undocumented. Any increase in the direct taxes, means an
increase in the prices. This has a direct impact on a common man, as his purchasing power parity drops.
When such a situation arises it eventually pushes a family towards lower standards of living, due to the
constrained choices. At a societal level, an increase in direct taxes, leads to a hike in prices of common
goods, consequently widening the gap between social classes. The purchasing power parity of an
individual with ﬁxed income is most aﬀected because there is no increase in their income. In the longer
run, a persistent situation like this can lead to a conﬂict within the country. According to a report issued by
the UNDP, inﬂation has become a headache for almost every citizen in Pakistan except those 20 percent
who own more than half of the country’s wealth. If inﬂation has become a challenge for the people, it

presents a challenge for the government too. Before suggesting what the government can do to control
the prices, it is crucial to look at the origin of the challenge. Primarily, major industrial economies have
been vulnerable due to COVID-19, but their recovery has been recorded much quicker than expected. This
has increased global consumption of energy and other commodities. Therefore, there has been a hike in
the fuel prices globally. Additionally, the prices of products such as palm oil, wheat, sugar, and fertilizers
have also increased. Eventually when the products are shipped and land in Pakistan there is an additional
cost, which makes these commodities expensive. Considering this global hike in prices and adding the
issue of the deprecating Pakistani rupee against dollar presents a two-fold challenge. This has a direct
impact on the imports of Pakistan, thus the reason for the increase in prices. The strengthening of the
rupee is not an easy task, because it is directly attached to the condition of the national economy and the
inﬂow as well as the outﬂow of the foreign exchange. In the case of Pakistan, the economic growth is slow
and weak, plus the outﬂow of foreign exchange is much higher than the inﬂow, appreciating the value of
rupee is unlikely. Keeping the value of rupee higher against the US dollar will have a huge impact on the
economic condition of Pakistan because the meager foreign reserves that Pakistan has will be used for this
purpose. The little foreign reserves that the State Bank of Pakistan has are important to meet the trade
deﬁcit of the country. Much of the hike in prices is due to the reason that Pakistan is receiving aid from the
international donor agencies on certain conditionalities, which require devaluation of the currency, cutting
down on subsidies and welfare projects and increasing prices. There is a serious need to amend the
economic policies in the country and focus on strengthening the industrial and agricultural base of the
country if the government wants to address the challenge of uncontrollable inﬂation. Secondly, at both
district and level, the weak administrative mechanism has led to the hike in prices. It is due to their
weakness that there is a gap between the wholesale price and retail price. However, to such challenges
there is no quick or immediate solution. For swift action the government can reduce the duties and taxes
on the imported items but in the longer run it can lead to ﬁscal deﬁcit. The only way that Pakistan can
overcome its current economic challenges, is by focusing on increasing its exports which will increase the
inﬂow of dollar in the country. Besides increasing its exports, Pakistan can induce foreign direct
investments (FDIs), and open more channels for securing remittances from Pakistanis in foreign countries.
Until and unless, the government does not address the economic challenges, create more job
opportunities, give subsidies to the local industries, and improve the purchasing power parity of its
citizens, inﬂation will remain the biggest obstacle to Pakistan’s growth.

Strengthening Pakistan’s Climate change policy
By: Saddam Tahir
Climate change is not only an environmental challenge; rather it has evolved into a security and
developmental challenges over the years for countries across the globe. With changing climate scenarios,
Pakistan’s development model needs to go through a paradigm shift, creating a second climate science
arm. All economic planning and investments, out of necessity, need to be an exercise in planning and
investment of climate adaptation, duly informed by institutions generating climate knowledge and
providing climate services. Climate services can help the country pursue three tracks:

•

Climate adaptation

•

Disaster-risk reduction

•

Sustainable development

In the annual report for 2020, Global Climate Risk Index has placed Pakistan on the ﬁfth position on the list
of countries that are most vulnerable to climate change. According to the report from 1999 to 2018
Pakistan has experienced 152 extreme weather hazards, faced economic loss worth $3.8 billion and 9,989
people have died. Based on the statistics recorded by the think tank, report concluded that Pakistan’s
vulnerability to climate change is intensifying. The report points out that Pakistan is “recurrently aﬀected
by catastrophes and continuously rank among the most aﬀected countries both in the long-term index and
in the index for the respective year”. Due to the geographical location, Pakistan has become most
vulnerable to climate change and hence placed on the long-term index of the report. One of the co-author
of the report David Eckstein registers in the report that “the entire region where Pakistan is located is
prone to extreme weather events, in particular, heavy rainfalls e.g. during monsoon season, and ﬂoodings
as a result.”

This year’s report is particularly relevant for Pakistan as climate change is fast “increasing variability in the
water cycle, inducing a greater number of extreme weather events, reducing the predictability of water
availability, and adversely aﬀecting water quality”.

Three water-related issues are central to climate adaptation in Pakistan: a) Water stress, reﬂected in
increasing uncertainty and scarcity. b) Hazards and disasters, reﬂected in ﬂoods, droughts, storms surges,

and glacier lake outbursts. c) Water quality, reﬂected in the deteriorating quality of ground and surface
water used for drinking, irrigation and industry. As the early warning systems continue to be
underdeveloped and underutilized, the national meteorological and hydrological services remain weak.
National public institutions mandated to provide hydrological information, therefore, lack the necessary
capacities needed to provide climate services for water. The results are perilous: human, social and
economic losses are continuously soaring as ﬂoods have globally increased by 134 per cent and droughts
by 20pc in the last two decades. This gives Pakistan all the more reason to augment climate services.
Despite international support and growing climate vulnerabilities, Pakistan has not developed its National
Framework for Climate Services (NFCS). The presence of an NFCS will provide an institutional mechanism
to coordinate, facilitate and enhance collaboration among national institutions to improve, jointly produce,
deliver and use science-based climate projections and services. Some regional countries like China and
India who developed robust national frameworks have successfully accessed global science and
technology, as the GFCS seeks to build on continued improvements in climate forecasting to increase
access to the best climate data. Planners, investors and vulnerable communities have the right to beneﬁt
from easy-to-use information so that they can plan and cope with projected trends and scenarios. Since
Pakistan’s datasets on temperature, precipitation, soil moisture, snowfall in glacial areas, ocean conditions
and winds are absent or inaccessible, policymakers are not always informed about long-term historical
averages of these parameters or their risks. Development planners end up shooting in the dark by taking
decisions without knowing long-term projections and trends. However, Pakistan’s leadership remains fully
committed to addressing the concerns and threats of climate change. As multiple projects of reforestation
took place in last few years to tackle the natural disasters.

