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It is not the ﬁrst time that Hindu mobs carrying pickaxes and iron rods hurled rocks at Muslims and other
minorities. Delhi has seen one of the worst violence in the name of religion. The violence sparked in New
Delhi after the ﬁrst visit of President Donald Trump. The sit-ins and the protests started two months back
after the Indian Parliament passed the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) changing the Citizen Amendment
Act of 1955 that provoked peaceful protests by people from diﬀerent backgrounds including students from
diﬀerent universities. However, analyzing the response of the Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) it has been very
aggressive as the violence has devastating religious overtones destroying mosques and targeting Muslim
majority with gasoline bombs. Moreover, India’s Hindu nationalist Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been
criticized for not acting on time.
Citizenship Amendment Bill has been passed by Indian parliament which oﬀers amnesty to non-Muslim
illegal immigrants from three neighboring countries. The bill provides citizenship to religious minorities
from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan. The government, led by the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), says this will give asylum to people ﬂeeing religious oppression. The CAB amends the 64-yearold Indian Citizenship law, which currently prohibits illegal migrants from becoming Indian citizens. It
deﬁnes illegal immigrants as foreigners who enter India without a valid passport or travel documents, or
stay beyond the permitted time. Illegal immigrants can be deported or jailed. The new bill also amends a
provision which says a person must have lived in India or worked for the federal government for at least 11
years before they can apply for citizenship. Opponents of the bill say it is exclusionary and violates the
secular principles enshrined in the constitution. They say faith cannot be made a condition of citizenship.

Delhi has become the center of the worst communal violence and the bill is said to be one of the most
consequential action of the Modi government. People have seen a big part of Delhi burning and it has been
said that what was a completely peaceful protest has been deliberately, in a planned way sought to be
converted into a communal issue. The authorities claim that security has been deployed but this seems
unlikely to be the end and the repercussions of what has happened are likely to aﬀect all of India. It is clear
that this bill has been passed to delegitimize the Muslim citizenship. It is a state sponsored terrorism as
the police kept its silence against the rioters. The government have failed to curb the violence. Moreover,
the current situation is a clear depiction of clashes of 2002 Gujrat Riots. The BJP government have been
trying to use the religious criteria for the citizenship. However, as per human rights experts and political
analysts the CAA was deliberately designed by the government to prevent Muslims from acquiring refugee
status in India. Moreover, legal scholar considers this law as unconditional as it breaches article 14 and 15
of the constitution which guarantees equal protection for all and prevents religious discrimination. There is
no doubt that the bill has been used as a legal process to discriminate Indian citizenship.
The Nationalist BJP government is pursuing its agenda of constructing a Hindu nation and it has been
taking all the possible steps to achieve this mission. This can be clearly seen from the past events like the
National Registration of the Citizens in Assam identifying them as illegal immigrants. Then in August the
Indian government repealed the autonomous state of Kashmir removing its powers to formulate laws.
Following this Hindus were granted permission to establish a temple at the place of Babri mosque
devastated in 1992 which further aggravated the situation increasing the sense of insecurity among the
Muslims of India. Critics say the bill is part of a BJP agenda to marginalize Muslims.
The International Community including United Nations, representatives of America and diﬀerent
international groups of religious organizations have raised their concerns calling citizenship bill
discriminatory. Modi’s ideology is clear enough that he is trying to take India away from its democratic and
secular roots and wants to convert it into land of Hindus. In short, these waves of communal violence have
pushed India to the brink of chaos.
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On 19th March 2018, Pakistan House organised a one-day international conference in Islamabad on the
subject of “Afghanistan Crisis: What Lies Ahead?
Ms Sana Maqbool, News Anchor at PTV World, was the Master of the Ceremony.
Read More…
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The Afghan Peace Process has welcoming prospects for Pakistan, which is an immediate neighbor of
Afghanistan. The two neighboring countries have shared tortuous relations in the past, but the peace talks
are expected to have a positive impact on their relations. The peace talks provide Pakistan an opportunity
to strengthen its presence in the regional politics. The Afghan Peace Process will help Pakistan suppress
the antagonistic actors in Afghanistan from prospering. The initiation of peace process was the extensive
diplomatic eﬀort by Pakistan that made the process to follow the path ahead smoothly for which Pakistan
was appreciated by USA. Pakistan is ambitious to project herself as a peace loving State and also that the
prosperity of the region is closely linked to having peace in Pakistan and Afghanistan. Pakistan has been
making sure since the beginning that the peace process is completely Afghan owned and no external
factors gain access to any kind of interference.
To encourage and improve the trade and investment relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan, National
Assembly Pakistan has organized a two-day seminar titled “Pakistan and Afghanistan Investment and
Trade Forum” on Monday 28th, 2020. Prime Minister Imran Khan addressed to the seminar as chief guest.
17-member Afghan parliamentary delegation, led by Speaker of Wolsey Jirga Mr Rahmani are also a part of
this seminar. The USAID Pakistan has extended a supportive hand for the sake of regional connectivity and
integration initiative. While addressing to the seminar, Prime Minister Imran Khan along with NA Speaker
Asad Qaiser and Speaker of Afghan Wolesi Jirga (Afghanistan’s parliament) Mir Rahman Rahmani insisted
on boosting the trade and investment between Pakistan and Afghanistan to generate more wealth and to

encourage the industrialization. They also emphasized that the normalization of traﬃc between states will
improve the condition of trade that has been damaged further by the pandemic.
Prime Minister Imran Khan said that the connection between Pakistan and Afghanistan is quite old and no
foreign interference has ever succeeded in Afghanistan. He further explained that Afghani people have
always taken their own decisions and Pakistan will be happy to work with any government that Afghani
nation will choose. Prime Minister sympathetically said that the 40 years of tragedy in Afghanistan is
unfortunate and it has been eﬀecting Pakistan for past 18 years as well. He also suggested that dwelling in
past has only causes mistrust but we, as nations, need to look beyond it to reassure transit trade and
future investments. Following are the economic peace dividends for Pakistan and Afghanistan if the Peace
Process materializes:
The ﬁrst and the most signiﬁcant dividend of the Peace Process is the Afghan-Pakistan trade. Both
countries will be able to continue trade without the irritant of smuggling of timber, mineral resources and
other goods. Afghan Peace Process will pave the way for traders to do open and legal trade which will
eradicate the illicit trade in form of smuggling. This will
encourage the small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) in both countries to enhance legal trade of
goods and products.
The second dividend, also economic in nature, relates to creation of regional energy corridor. The end of
instability, and war oﬀers Afghanistan and Pakistan a safe corridor into Central Asia. This would create a
regional energy corridor from Sixth, Central Asia into South Asia. The economy of Afghanistan can ﬂourish
if it can earn revenues by levying the TAPI Pipeline. Afghanistan will be able to extract royalties from these
projects and also meet her energy requirements. Moreover, peace in Afghanistan, the “Heart of Asia,” will
allow Pakistan and other South Asian countries to connect with Central Asia, which oﬀers a great
opportunity at developing Central Asia-South Asia (CASA) electricity transmission line.
Thirdly, it is signiﬁcant for Pakistan’s national interest to have a peaceful border at the western end. The
success of the Afghan Peace talks can guarantee peace within Pakistan. If the Afghan government, Taliban
and the US ﬁnd common grounds as a result of negotiations, it will be advantageous in helping curb the
terrorism that has caused immense damage to both nations. This will be vital for safeguarding Pakistan’s
security interests along the Pakistan-Afghan border. Peace and stability in Afghanistan is in the utmost
interest of Pakistan.
The fourth dividend of the Peace Process relates to the role of Pakistan as a negotiator in the Afghan Peace
process. The Peace Talks help Pakistan in building up her pragmatic image globally. During the entire
process, Pakistan represents itself as a country that is dedicated to peaceful development in the region.
Stability in Afghanistan will bring out the positive and peace-loving image of Pakistan to the world,
Pakistan will have a peaceful neighborhood. The rigorous eﬀorts as a negotiator have helped Pakistan
gather international appreciation. Pakistan holds a signiﬁcant position in the Afghan Peace Process
because as a central player, attaining peace and stability in Afghanistan would not be possible without her
participation. The Afghan peace talks are not only a golden opportunity for achieving peace in Afghanistan
but oﬀer a chance for Pakistan to gain a reputation of “Peace Promoter,” at the international chessboard of

politics.
Fifthly, the eﬀorts of Pakistan demonstrate her clear intentions for Afghanistan. The dedicated eﬀorts on
both sides will help regain the lost trust and push both countries towards mutual cooperation. Reducing
the trust deﬁcit is crucial for building peace in the region.
Sixth, the active participation of Pakistan in ensuring peace in Afghanistan will subsequently lessen the
inﬂuence of India in the region and in Afghanistan. This is important because India, an aggressor state, has
been taking advantage of the hinges between Pakistan and Afghanistan, both trade-wise and as well
sentimentally. The Peace Process holds a tantamount position in the relationship of both countries.
Seventh, if Pakistan is able to lessen the inﬂuence of adversaries in Afghanistan, it would augment the
communication between the leadership and the people on both sides of the border.
The Peace Process will restart the trade, freedom of movement, economic prosperity, and strengthening of
defense between Pakistan and Afghanistan which will eventually help the economies to travel towards
betterment since Pakistan also provides the shortest access to the sea for landlocked countries. If
Pakistan’s objective of bringing peace in Afghanistan materializes, great dividends for both countries will
just be one arm’s length away.
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International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Director General Rafael Grossi met with the newly appointed
head of Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization Mohammad Eslami, in Tehran, Iran on September 12th, 2021.
Reportedly, the meeting was facilitated by Russia. Iran and the UN’s atomic ombudsman reached a
temporary agreement to encourage a solution for “the most urgent issue between them, the overdue
servicing of monitoring equipment to keep it running, raising hopes of fresh talks on a wider deal with the
West”. The new government in Tehran agreed to let the IAEA observe and monitor the progress of Iran’s
nuclear program. Furthermore, “That deal has been considered a minimal requirement for a resumption of
talks in Vienna on trying to restore compliance with the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, which President Donald J.
Trump abandoned in 2018.” The newly agreed deal limits Iran’s enrichment of uranium in consideration for
the lifting of punishing economic sanctions.
Both Grosso and Eslami called the meeting “constructive” and the joint statement after the meeting
stated, “IAEA inspectors could service the monitoring equipment, which includes cameras, and replace
their storage cards with new ones. But as agreed in a similar emergency deal last February, the contents
of the storage cards are kept under seal and will be released to the agency only when and if Iran and the
United States agree on a revival of the 2015 deal, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.” The
agreement further added that in order to keep proper check, the installed equipment will be serviced
every three months so they do not run out of storage memory. Iran agreed to hand over the tapes to the
agency only after reaching an agreement which will eventually lift United States sanctions. Eurasia Group
analyst Henry Rome called Iran’s “concessions” on monitoring as “very modest,” and said “they will
almost certainly be suﬃcient to avert censure at this week’s meeting.” Grossi added that the agency will
replace the damaged or destroyed cameras and will engage with a new government to “commit to
engagement.” He also stated that the arrangement was “indispensable for us to provide the necessary
guarantee and information to the I.A.E.A. and to the world that everything is in order.”

An Iranian man walks by posters of presidential candidate Ebrahim Raisi outside a campaign oﬃce in
Tehran on June 7, 2021. – Iranians are set to elect a successor to President Hassan Rouhani on June 18
amid widespread discontent over a deep economic and social crisis caused by the reimposition of
crippling sanctions after the US pulled out of the 2015 nuclear deal. (Photo by ATTA KENARE / AFP)

Upon his arrival back to Vienna, Grossi held a news conference in the city’s airport and claimed that the
agreement will ensure the continuous recording of data for the agency, opening grounds for the nuclear
deal signatories to involve in diplomacy.

