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International Webinar on “Pakistan’s Middle
East Policy: Bilateralism vs. National Interest”
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Pakistan House organized a one-day International Webinar on 13th of January 2021 on “Pakistan’s Middle
East Policy: Bilateralism vs. National Pakistan House organized a one-day International Webinar on 13th of
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Conference on Reconciliation and Peace in
Afghanistan: Implication for Regional and
International Stability
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On 14th of March 2019, Pakistan House organized a one-day International Conference in Islamabad on ”
Reconciliation and Peace in On 14th of March 2019, Pakistan House organized a one-day International
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Conference on Water Crisis: An Imminent
Danger to Pakistan Stability
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Pakistan House organized a one-day International Conference on 2nd December 2019 in Islamabad on
”Water Crisis: An Imminent Danger to Pakistan House organized a one-day International Conference on
2nd December 2019 in Islamabad on ”Water Crisis: An Imminent Danger to Pakistan House organized a
one-day International Conference on 2nd December 2019 in Islamabad on ”Water Crisis: An Imminent
Danger to Pakistan House organized a one-day International Conference on 2nd December 2019 in
Islamabad on ”Water Crisis: An Imminent Danger to Pakistan House organized a one-day International
Conference on 2nd December 2019 in Islamabad on ”Water Crisis: An Imminent Danger to.

A Centaury Long Marathon
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Celebrations took over China as it completed 100 years. Festivity was visible especially in Shanghai where
China’s Communist Party was instituted. Billboards and red ferry busses were painted with “Never Forget
Why You Started” along with skyscrapers that were lit every night with the sickle and mallet. Communist
Party will celebrate its 100the birthday on July 1st. China calls itself “Great, Glorious and Correct” because
it has survived way longer than many critics predicted. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, it was
predicted by many critics that great communist power, China, will be next to implode. No other state has
been able to survive a famine-stricken disaster as it was under Mao Zedong and still turns out to be the
world’s second-largest economy. The advanced technology system and immaculate infrastructure put
America’s ﬁnest road to infamy. The Chinese Communists have also been declared the world’s most
successful authoritarians.

Along with all the goods and success stories, China is also under the dark clouds of a falling birth rate and
a rapidly aging population. This can have adverse eﬀects in the future in terms of economic growth. During
the speech in January, Xi Jinping highlighted that the issues like regional economic divides, income
inequality, and lack of opportunities among the Urban and Rural population must be tackled together to
move towards “the era of common prosperity”. He further added, “better income distribution, education,
social security, aﬀordable medical care, housing, elderly care, child support, and quality employment; are
many of the same wants as most working families and youths”. As per to Page-Jarrett, “China needs more
private sector and foreign involvement that would push schools to improve and innovate and provide
schooling for the more complex economy of the future, not less”.

The general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and also Chinese president and
chairman of the Central Military Commission, Xi Jinping, said that CPS has written a wonderful chapter in
the history of the Chinese nation’s development and progress in the past 100 years. He also remarked that
medals will be awarded to outstanding party members, who have fought tirelessly for the independence
and liberation of the State, in a ceremony that will be held in Beijing on July 1st, 2021.

Pakistan Bangladesh Economic Relations:
Future of Cooperation
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International Webinar On Pakistan Bangladesh Economic Relations: Future of Cooperation. Date: 05th July

2021

Artiﬁcial Intelligence and Machine Learning in
Cybersecurity
written by admin | August 14, 2021

World is an ever changing place. Contemporary world has revealed new notions such as Artiﬁcial
Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning (ML) and Deep Learning (DL). AL, ML and DL have the capacity of
various uses including increasing the potential to increase the eﬃciency and output in multiple ﬁelds.
Machine Learning is commonly known in the world of cybersecurity when it comes to general application of
Artiﬁcial Intelligence. Artiﬁcial Intelligence, Machine Learning and Deep Learning share many traits which
seem similar and are often confused with one another.
The main purpose and goal of Artiﬁcial Intelligence is to develop computer programs having the ability to
achieve intelligent functions just as they are carried out by human brains. It cannot be said when the ﬁrst
ever programming idea related to Artiﬁcial Intelligence was formulated but it can be traced back to the
late 1940s and early 1950s. One signiﬁcant development in the world of Artiﬁcial Intelligence was the
creation of LISP or list processing language by John McCarthy in the year of 1957. Then in 2016, Sophia, a
programmed humanoid, was introduced to the world. Artiﬁcial Intelligence also has some day-to-day
occurrences in our daily lives including speech recognition, mapping, ﬁnding best possible routes when
travelling, smart phones and devices that can perform independently etc.
Machine learning is deﬁned “as the ability (for computers) to learn without being explicitly programmed.”
Machine Learning has the capability to learn from large amount of data available using algorithm that are
man built to complete tasks and it can also be seen as a data mining since it processes large amount of
data. There are two kinds of learnings that fall under Machine Learning; Supervised Learning and

Unsupervised Learning. In Supervised Learning, computer is given parameters to equate the data whereas
in Unsupervised Learning, computer does that comparison and ﬁnds relationship from the data available
independently. One of the pioneer of Machine Learning, Arthur Samuel, stated in his 1959 IBM paper that
“programming computers to learn from experience should eventually eliminate the need for much of this
detailed programming eﬀort.” Machine Learning programs independently improves basing upon old and
new data with a little help of humans. Machine Learning helps in designing cybersecurity algorithms that
ﬂag the unauthorized and unnecessary access. It also helps in ﬂagging the security risks if there is any
breaching or hacking taking place.

Machine Learning shows great commitment in cybersecurity and Artiﬁcial Intelligence. Machine Learning
has the ability to extend great help when it comes to IT or cybersecurity. Machine Learning can acquire
results from the past existing data to recommend the appropriate responses and predictions. It can build
proﬁles of the hackers and how they attempt to breach from previous data breaches. As per Amir Kanaan,
as it expands its knowledge, it can start to make proactive recommendations on how to reduce risk. Also,
the advantages of Machine Learning in security can help us in areas such as Anti-malware, Dynamic Risk
Analysis, and anomaly detection.
According to Rob Sobers, some beneﬁts of Machine Learning include:
Classiﬁcation: Programs classify data based on predetermined parameters.
Clustering: For data that does not ﬁt preset parameters, Machine Learning group’s data based on their
similarities or anomalies.
Recommendations: Programs learn from past choices, inputs and associations to recommend
approaches and decisions.

Generative frameworks: Based on past data inputs, programs generate possibilities that can be applied
to data that had not encountered those speciﬁc inputs before.
Predictions: Programs forecast based on data sets and past outcomes.
Machine Learning can be very beneﬁcial in case of cybersecurity because it can generate an alert when
there is a data breach, theft or other attacks that can cause strain ﬁnancially. Machine Learning also helps
in minimizing the workload for security teams, decreases the risks of human error and cater the speciﬁc
requirements. Although Machine Learning has beneﬁts, it is not entirely invincible. Machine Learning and
Artiﬁcial Intelligence are becoming an essential part in the world of cybersecurity to run the matters more
smoothly and timely. It is still not clear if Machine Learning will complete take over the tasks that require
human brain. Complete reliance on Machine Learning and Artiﬁcial Intelligence can cause a false sense of
safety and security, which is why it is important for both humans and technology to work hand-in-hand to
stand against ever powerful cybersecurity threats.
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The Unusual Result of Israel’s Election 2021
Israel’s fourth election in the past two years held on 23rd March is best to be described as an impasse
and paving no clear way towards attaining majority. As votes have been counted, the political gurus are
struggling to ﬁnd a formula that the current Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, locally known
as Bibi, might use to magically accumulate 61 seats that are required to form a government.

The elections held in the past two years were all about him, as a means of securing power and for the sake
of his political survival in the country. The political pundits of Israel have divided the parties contesting
elections for 120 seats of Knesset into two blocs: pro-Netanyahu and anti-Netanyahu. Both blocs
lack clear victory to form a government and notably, these blocs are barely uniﬁed internally. This is the
reason why the media houses and other analysts in the country are envisaging ﬁfth elections in-country
in the coming summer. Understanding Israel’s politics has always been an arduous task for the outsiders
unaware of local political culture.
For years, factors such as extremist ideology, religiously motivated groups, and especially demographics
have been impacting Israel’s general election results. Irrespective of the ﬁnal vote count, which will not
mystically alter the election results, horse-trading and dealing and wheeling are going to being immediate.
It is anticipated that after the elections the promises made during the campaign are likely to be shattered
and rivals might end up forming coalitions to attain a certain degree of power in government. What makes
this election diﬀerent from those held in the past two years is that now the right-wing and the far-right are
divided with former Netanyahu allies.
Former allies are seen to be parting ways and making new political alliances. The pundits have
labeled Mansour Abbas, who leads Islamist United Arab List (UAL) as a kingmaker, whose 4 seats can
help Netanyahu secure the required 61 seats in the parliament. Yamina Party’s Neftali Bennett is
seen to be another kingmaker, who has been successful in securing seven seats. In last year’s March
elections, Netanyahu avoided far-right politicians, but this year’s situation is diﬀerent as he sees himself in
a stronger position of negotiating with them. Although Netanyahu’s party lost some ground but

unexpectedly managed to emerge as the largest party by securing 30 seats. The real test for Netanyahu
would be reconciliation with the far-right religious factions and perhaps forming an alliance with the
Islamist UAL.
Bezalel Smotrich, a prominent religious Zionist leader remarked that he would not allow the formation of
a government with the support of the Islamist UAL. Mansour Abbas has not yet stated his stance on
supporting the far right for forming the government, but a prospect of such an alliance is expected
however in exchange for improved services for the Arab community settled in Israel.
A very crucial matter that was absent from the election campaign was the prospects of reviving the peace
talks with Palestine. Netanyahu used the successful vaccination scheme of COVID-19 as an
accomplishment to secure votes but this was shadowed by what Israeli people believe to be a sluggish
response and mismanagement of the pandemic, which also proved detrimental to the economy.
Moreover, Netanyahu is under trial for corruption charges and accepting bribes for his political
survival. Netanyahu might be able to gather parties to form a government through a coalition but it will
be fragile and unreliable thus likely to break up soon.
On the other hand, if by some miracle the anti-Netanyahu camp is able to form a government with the
support of like-minded factions, it will be the beginning of a new era and departure of a person who since
the 1990s has been dominating Israel.

Suez Canal: A Giant Ship blocking the Canal

One of the world’s strategic shipping canals, the Suez Canal, was blocked by a giant Japanese-owned Ever
Given cargo ship, 1,400-foot long weighing 200,000-tons, for nearly a week.

The ship was operated by Taiwanese company Evergreen Marine and obstructed at an angle in Egypt’s
Suez Canal on March 23, 2021. The blockade initiated a major cargo ships jam causing billions of dollars
of trade to be delayed in eﬀorts to reﬂoat the vessel. As per Leth Agencies, 367 vessels were trapped
along the canal including dozens of container ships, bulk carriers, oil tankers, and liqueﬁed natural gas
(LNG) or liqueﬁed petroleum gas (LPG) vessels.
The blockade invited global attention as authorities and workers were carrying out a rescue mission to
reﬂoat the vessel to unblock the waterway. As per NBC News,” Dredgers worked over the weekend to
dislodge the stranded vessel, shifting some 27,000 metric tons of sand to a depth of 60 feet. A total of
14 tugboats were conducting pulling maneuvers from three directions to dislodge the ship.” Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi commented, “Today, Egyptians have been successful in putting to an
end the crisis of the stranded ship in the Suez Canal, despite the enormous complexity surrounding the
process.” The blockage caused the oil prices to augment and disturbed the global supply chain which also
put companies at risk of facing costly delays, especially with COVID-19 restrictions.
The shipping resumed through Suez Canal on Monday as the skyscraper ship reﬂoated with help of tug
boats that moved it slowly in the center of the canal and the ship started moving at the speed of 1.5
knots (2.8kmph). The ship was repositioned and inspected for seaworthiness. There is a sense of relief
among the authorities and workers but another challenge looking straight in the eyes is the congestion of
ships that the blockade has caused. Suez Canal authorities have decided that stranded vessels would be
allowed to pass through the Canal on a ﬁrst-come-ﬁrst-served basis and there might be some
exceptions to particular ships depending on what kind of goods are on board. There had been no reports
regarding pollution or cargo damage, and initial investigations had ruled out any mechanical or engine
failure as a cause of the grounding last week.
Other than the economic and ﬁnancial jolt, this situation raises another concern; security. It was
highly possible that ships could have been exploded or damaged by radical groups. This could have caused
another challenge globally. Authorities must be prepared in the future for situations that are not only on
the contours of economy and ﬁnance.

Pakistan Bangladesh Ties

The Pakistan-Bangladesh relationship is weighed down by history. But if bilateral ties are to progress,
both Islamabad and Dhaka must look forward instead of living in the painful past. Improvement in
bilateral relations can be reactivated which in turn can help create a more integrated and
peaceful South Asia.
Government to promote trade relations with Bangladesh, said that “Bangladesh is one of the top
destinations for exports of Pakistan. Trade between Pakistan and Bangladesh has always been
in favor of Pakistan”. While giving a breakdown of exports and imports of the past ﬁve years, the
minister told the parliamentarians that both countries had total trade of $700.39 million in 2019-20,
wherein Pakistani exports amounted to $654.79 million and import from Bangladesh stood
at $45.60million. “Even though trade remained in surplus this year too, the overall trade
including both exports and imports decreased in the wake of Covid-19, the economic fallouts
of which remained palpable throughout the world since February 2020,” the ministry stated.
Both the countries had a total trade of $806.75m in 2018-19, $805.00m in 2017-18, $678.43m in
2016-17, $763.08m in 2015-16 and $769.53m in 2014-15. The government of Pakistan has included
Bangladesh in List ‘A’ countries from October 2019 which has facilitated the travel of Bangladeshi
businessmen to Pakistan. Pakistan’s major exports to Bangladesh include woven cotton fabrics,
cotton yarn, raw sugar, raw cotton, tanned leather, machinery, and its parts, and synthetic
fabrics including silk and woolen. Islamabad has been actively pursuing to build better ties with all
neighboring countries, particularly Bangladesh. The removal of visa restrictions for Bangladeshi citizens
and steps to improve trade ties signify Pakistan’s eﬀorts in this regard. Pakistan’s President Dr. Arif

Alvi recently expressed Islamabad’s desire to boost bilateral ties with Bangladesh at all levels. Pakistan’s
High Commissioner to Bangladesh Imran Siddiqui also stated that the country is eager to boost
economic ties with Bangladesh with the resumption of direct ﬂights and establishing maritime
connectivity.
Pakistan’s main items of imports from Bangladesh are raw jute, tea, and mate, yarn & thread of
synthetic ﬁbers, and tobacco. A congratulatory letter from Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on the occasion of Pakistan’s National Day is another sign of improvement in relations between
the two countries. Though the relations between the two countries have remained tense for the last many
years, now, close people-to-people contact will heal the wounds of the past.

Pakistan Deliberately Snubbed at Climate
Change Summit 2021
written by admin | August 14, 2021

Climate change is not only an environmental challenge, rather it has evolved into a security and
developmental challenge over the years for countries across the globe. In the annual report for 2020,
Global Climate Risk Index has placed Pakistan in the ﬁfth position on the list of countries that are most
vulnerable to climate change. According to the report from 1999 to 2018, Pakistan has experienced 152
extreme weather hazards, faced economic loss worth $3.8 billion, and 9,989 people have died. Based on
the statistics recorded by the think tank, the report concluded that Pakistanâ€™s vulnerability to climate
change is intensifying. The report points out that Pakistan is “recurrently aﬀected by catastrophes [and]
continuously rank among the most aﬀected countries both in the long-term index and in the index for the
respective year”. Due to the geographical location, Pakistan has become most vulnerable to climate
change and hence placed on the long-term index of the report. One of the co-authors of the report David

Eckstein registers in the report that â€œthe entire region where Pakistan is located is prone to extreme
weather events, in particular, heavy rainfalls e.g. during monsoon season and ﬂoodings as a result.
Regardless of the vulnerable status of Pakistan, the Biden administration did not invite leadership from
Islamabad to participate in the climate change summit. Washington invited leaders from Russia, France,
India, Indonesia, Germany, China, Italy, Bangladesh Kenya, Mexico, Denmark, Colombia, Congo, Chile,
Jamaica, Argentina, Australia, Israel, Canada, Japan, Bhutan, and other countries to participate in the
virtual climate change summit. Climate change activists and experts from Pakistan were surprised and
annoyed on exclusion from the climate change conference, particularly when the country is not only the
most aﬀected one from the ever-intensifying repercussions posed by climate change but also when the
key focus area of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf government has been to combat this challenge. Prime Minister
Imran Khan initiated the â€œBillion Tree Tsunami,â€ project as a step towards environmental protection.
According to Michael Kugelman, the U.S. based South Asian aﬀairs expert explained the three conditions
for being invited to the summit as â€œ(1) close partner of the US or (2) a major polluter or (3) highly
vulnerable to climate change or (4) some combo of 1,2,3. Pakistan certainly qualiﬁes for (3). The secondlargest emitter of carbon dioxide U.S. during the tenure of Donald Trump withdrew from the Paris Climate
Agreement but Biden kept his election campaign promise and rejoined the agreement as soon as he
entered the White House. Prime Minister Imran Khan in a tweet expressed that they â€œpuzzled at the
cacophony over Pak not being invited to a climate change conf! My govt’s environment policies are driven
solely by our commitment to our future generations of a clean & green Pakistan to mitigate the impact of
climate change.â€ However, countries from the same region as Pakistan such as Bangladesh, Russia, and
India have been invited to the summit.

Pakistan’s leadership remains fully committed to addressing the concerns and threats of climate change.

The initiatives taken to counter the grave consequences have been accepted and appreciated around the
world by organizations such as WWF, World Economic Forum, and many other countries. The present
government allocated Rs10 billion for facilitating the climate change programs that include sponsoring
nature-based solutions, 10 billion tree projects, and cleaning of rivers. The exclusion of Pakistan from the
virtual summit hardly makes sense and has been a source of constant debate as most other Asian
countries have been invited. According to a survey held in 2019, 21 out of 30 most polluted cities in the
world were in India. Air pollution is so grim in India that it has taken the lives of nearly 2 million people. An
analysis published in Nature Climate Change Indias percentage of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions rose
slower in 2016-19 than in 2011-15 but was much above the world average of 0.7%. Union of Concerned
Scientists published a report of 20 countries that emitted the most carbon dioxide in 2018, and India was
placed third on the list. The irony is despite these reasons and Indias poor performance to meet the terms
of the Paris Climate Agreement, the country was invited to the climate change summit.

Washington invited leaders of the Major Economic Forum on Energy and Climate that include 17 countries
responsible for 80% of global emissions and GDP. The invitation was also given to the heads of countries
that are extremely vulnerable to the aggravating status of climate change and simultaneously their
governments are demonstrating strong initiatives to combat climate change. If analyzed from these
criteria it can be concluded that Pakistan should have been invited to the summit but was deliberately
ignored for diﬀerent reasons. Kamran Yousaf, a senior Pakistani journalist stated that the elimination of
Pakistan from attending the summit was not surprising considering the statements of the former US
Ambassador to Pakistan, Cameron Munter, who remarked that â€œPakistan has lost a great deal of
importance in the minds of the leadership in Washington.â€ Many analysts perceived that this was a
deliberate humiliation of Pakistan by the new administration in the U.S. and as a move to pressurize
Pakistan to cooperate more with Washington in the Afghan Peace Process. This step taken by the
leadership in the White House is also a manifestation of they view Pakistan and how it will frame future
relations with the country, once the most important strategically. The surprising development has been
deciphered by many other analysts also as a move to sideline Pakistan, especially during the time when
new alliances in the region are forming that can challenge the superpower status of the United States.

