
US-Japan-South Korea Trilateral Summit to
Deepen Security Cooperation and Economic
Ties

written by Ezba Walayat | August 22, 2023

The leaders of the United States, Japan, and South Korea held a summit at Camp David on August 18-19,
2023, to discuss ways to strengthen their trilateral alliance and cooperation on a range of issues, including
the North Korean nuclear threat, China’s growing military power, and economic security. The summit
resulted in a joint statement in which the three leaders agreed to deepen security cooperation, including
through joint military exercises and intelligence sharing. The three countries will coordinate efforts to deter
and counter North Korea’s nuclear and missile programs. The US, Japan and Korea will work together to
promote  peace  and  stability  in  the  Indo-Pacific  region  as  well  as  to  strengthen  economic  cooperation,
through the creation of a new trilateral supply chain resilience initiative. The summit was seen as a major
step forward in strengthening the trilateral alliance between the United States, Japan, and South Korea. It
also sent a strong message to North Korea and China that three countries are united in their commitment
to peace and stability in the region.

Key Takeaways from the Summit

The three leaders agreed to hold annual trilateral summit and to establish a new trilateral security
dialogue.

They also agreed to work together to develop new technologies, hold military trainings and share
information on North Korean missile launches.

The summit also addressed the issue of economic security, with the leaders agreeing to work together
to strengthen trade.
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The US-Japan-South  Korea summit  was  a  major  step forward in  strengthening the  trilateral  alliance
between the three countries. It also sent a strong message to North Korea and China that the United
States, Japan, and South Korea are united in their commitment to peace and stability in the region. The
summit was also seen as a way to boost the new Yoon administration in South Korea. Yoon, who took office
on May 10, 2023, has made strengthening the US-South Korea alliance a top priority. The summit was an
opportunity for Yoon to meet with Biden and Kishida and to discuss ways to further strengthen the alliance.

To conclude, the North Korean nuclear threat remained a major focus of the summit. The three leaders
condemned North Korea’s nuclear and missile programs and reiterated their commitment to work together
to deter and counter them. They also called on North Korea to return to dialogue and to denuclearize.
Moreover, the three leaders also discussed the growing military power of China and expressed concern
about China’s presence and growing influence in the East and South China Seas.


